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This Report of the trial Chrting against Buck e 
Breach of Promise of Marriage, as taken in Short 
' hand under the direction of W. B. Gurney, Esq. to- 
gether with notes relative to the circumstances which 
preceded the trial, is respectfully dedicated to the 
MINISTERS and Dgacons of the Calvinist Baptist 
Connection in London, in general, and to the DEACONS 


and MEMBERS of the Church of Christ, meeting for © 
public worship in Oxford Street, in by 


JOHN-BUCK, 


formerly a Lieutenant i in the Benyal Artillery; at present 
Pastor of the Baptist Church in Oxfora Street. 


4 
? 
a } 
aul 
= 
" 
A 
é 
z 
‘% 
= 
4 
* 
$ 
4 
— 
* 
A 
< 
4 ‘ 
i 
a 
4 
i 
| 
~ 
> 
x 
; 
~ 
a 
= 
AZ? 
# 
= q 
2 a 
& ‘ 
| 


> 


‘ 


Ld 


f 


“the, 


‘ j 

@ 

4 

4 
‘ 


} 
‘ 
» 
=. 
“a 
G 
; 
» 
‘ 
5 “ 
= 
Ve. ¢ = 
‘ 
. 
¥ 
>. 
st, 
rt 
>, 
va 
Ay 
; 
4 4 > 


PREPAC 


» 
> 


> 


Tre design of the 1s 
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_ to inflame, but to satisfy publi feeling ; it being 


acknowledged fact, that only one statemeént 


was known previous to the trig], and that *the 


present. 


as. well as the particular request of valued - 


statement of one party alone is generally known 


‘The earnest solicitations of’ Chris- 
tians, feeling for thé general in torests of religion, 


friends, who: think such cour'se indispensable 


at the: present period, influence, me. 
This; pamphlet is in no wise to 


‘impuge the decision of a Jury ; ‘but to shew, 


that ‘the Defendant ‘has not acted in Opposition iz 
to moral rectitude. He is aware ‘that: he is 


not blameless; but he deniesshaving acted in- 
~ consistently with the feelings of a: man of honour 
 orcof a and of of 


Christ. 


The 


fiends, 
been acceded to, ‘but tor the incorrect 


statements in the public papej’s, and mutilated . 


and an parte account publighed by the Plain- 


tiffs friends in a pampblet, which purports to 


report of the Trial, taken in short hand; in 
h several things which: did occur. are. 
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omitted and several things which did not occur 
have found admittance. — . 

I wish, under the necessity imposed, upon me, 

to write as one who knows he is not blameless; 
who would speak tenderly upon a subject cal-_ 
culated to hurt a wounded mind; and as one 
professing to believe, that railing is not to be 
met or overcome by railing ; in a word, as ‘one 
who, like the hunted deer sorely pressed, is 
‘constrained to become an assailant on his ind 
suers, 
N shall be adduced, which not 
evidence to support, or to which I am not 
willing to swear, before any Magistrate, if called 
upon so todo. No fact apparently militating 
against myself shall be kept back; nor will/l 
willingly dealin calumny. Knowing the sin- 
cerity of my motives, I shall willingly encounter — 
the reproaches of those who would injure me; 
_ with a firm conviction, that although, at a first: 
glance, many may | think 1 have acted unwor- 
thily; it requires only a full investigation of all 
the circumstances of the case, to establish me, 
more firmly than ever, inthe estimation of those 
whope friendship is ‘Possessing. 


December 28, 1819. 
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CURLING) the Trial this Cause in 
the Court of Common Pleas, 
SSC before the Right Honourable 
BUCK. J) Lord Chief J ustice Dallas, 
2nd December, 1819, 


The Declaration was by r. Gouljorn, 


Mr. Serjeant Pell, 
May it please your ponenie, Gen 
I do assure you—— 
| Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, 
Wait only ong moment: I have co 
posal which I think will be acceded a: 
Lord Chief Justice Dalla} 
Certainly ; take any time you think proper. 
After some time a person came into Court, and said, 
“ the Cause must go on.” wae : 
_ Mr. Serjeant Pally 
I was about to state to you, thatjI sy with the 
greatest pleasure stop at any period of my address to 
you, when I found that there was a/disposition on the 
part of the Defendant to do that, |which I) hoped he 


would have been disposed to do,’ However, 


lemen of Suny, 


a pro- 


Note 1. It wield appear hie the openigg, that. some endeavour 
was made by me, at the moment of trial, to compromise. .—That right 
information as to the trial coming forward may be ree the public, 
the following remarks are addressed : 

From the first of this unhappy business; I hove manifested every 
desire to obtain an amicable adjustment of differences: but on the 

morning of trial, matters had been carried to such engths by the 
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it is for me’ to make any further observation on points 
of : but to state to you the of: 


Plaintiff, ‘that I had made up my mind to proceed. On my arrival : at 
Westminster Hall, Mr. Walker, a friend of Miss Curling, being intro- 
duced to me, said, that he hoped a trial was not, necessary: Establish- 
ment of CHARACTER, not pecuniary motives, was her sole object. 
I stated, that I did not wish to press the trial: that I had not, as 
reported of me, vilified the Plaintift’s character: and thatif, on such an 
explanation, Miss Curliog would stay the proceedings, I would willingly — 
consent thereto. Mr. Walker evidently appeared as a man who thought 
he had power to act: what then must have been bis surprise to hear, 
that. Miss Curling’s character could not be established, without the 
payment of £150 and costs. The trial then was eepeery, not for 
character, but for money. 

Miss Curling having endeavoured to ae it appear, that she was 
compelled to go to law with her former pastor, and the man she 
professed ‘to love ; it is cement on me to shew, that no such neces- 
sity | existed. 

I. At the Charch-meeting held 4 pril 22nd. I repeatedly said, that 
I would receive any deputation on the subject, if conducted according 
to the rule of the New Testament. Matt. xviii. 15—17. 

TU. At the Church-meeting held April 29th, I repeated. my willing- 
ness to give all satisfaction; to enter into the matter fully, with herself 

and mother, or with any friends she liked to appoint. 
“ TIT. On the occasion of my being visited by three persons, friends 
of Miss Curling, I repeated my readiness to be visited scripturally ; 
at the same time endeavoured to expose the impropriety of their call, 
or of an open Church-meeting, which.Mrs. Curling had demanded, or. 
of our Church-meeting being investigated by self-appointed judges. 

IV. A valued friend, a Deacon of a Baptist Church, called at 
my desire on Mrs. Curling, to propose that the matter should be 
- referred to some judicious and respectable minister: allowing two or 

three friends to be appointed by each party, to assist if needful : this 

Mrs. C. declined, stating her preference of a public meeting. po 

WV: The following correspondence on the subject has taken place 

_ between Mr. Stevens, Baptist Ministery of York Street Chapel, St. 
James’ 5, and myself, 


Mr. Stevens’ First Letter to Mr. Buck. | 
| July ist. 1819. 


It may you for a to receive 


this letter from me but when are informed that it my duty 
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Plaintiff; and I think when you hate heard: state- 
ment of that Case, if it is made out: My evidence} you will 
agree with me, that a more aggravated one ne} er came 
hefore a Jury. 


to help the Sean of my Lord’s family, sil to plead tie cause of 


the widow and the fatherless, your surprise will vanish, anil your own — 


‘conduct will naturally occur to your recollection, as renal at least 
accounting for mine. Truth, Sir, suffers nothing by repeated exami- 
nation; if your charges preferred against Mrs. Curling and her 
- daughter (on the ground of which you demanded and obt ined a Vote 
_ of justification from the major part of your Church,) be|founded on 
evident truth, I see not why you should refuse oscitiadie with the 
subjoined request. And if they be not thus founded, thea, how conld . 
your church declare you justifiable on inevident grounds? you have, 
however, asserted, and on your assertions others have acted; and now 
it remains to be further tried, whether you had proper foundation for 
your assertions, or not; for as this point is determined, |the conduct 


of your friends must be estimated, as to the worth of th Se ol ‘ 


they awarded you. 

Hereby, Sir, you are once more, ‘and d finally, entreated to agree to. 
meet Mrs. Curling and her daughter Mary Anne, within ten days 
from th date hereof, (the particular day is left to youtself to nomi- 


nate,) at which time there shall be present an equal number of friends~ 


on each side ; yours of your own choosing, of course, and Mrs. Curling’s 
of hers: honest, upright men: that the statement whieh you made 
before the church, with other parts of you conduct, may be fully and 
fairly investigated, and the judgment of the persons th¢n present may 
be impartially given, in order that good character may be justly re- 
stored to those with whom truth and uprightness shall be found : 
whether they be discovered on your side or on theirs. Let it be noted, 
however, that no relatives can be admitted on the proposed committee, 


sonable request will be acceded to; but if not, a full s fatemeut of your 
nib manner of conduct against Ngrs. ‘urling d her daughter 


that no one’s mind may be swayed by ton It is hoped this rea- — 


will be! printed immediately, and laid before an impartial public ; it 
appears, Sir, that you must either establish, on good evidence, the 
numerous charges which you so bold! averred for sterling truth, 

before your church, oF lie under 4 hateful but just censure of 
being “a forger of lies,” which would go far towards proving you a 
“‘ physician of no value.” It is my opinjon that you had better com- 
ply with the above request, but your @pinion may be very. different. 
Wishing justice may be done and truth may prevail, with whomsoever 
it shall be discovered, am, ev. Sir, Your's with all due 
respect, JOHN ST EVENS, Buckingifim Place, a ri Square, 
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‘Gentlemen, you have “heard from ‘my learned Friend 
‘who opened the’ pleadings, that this ‘is an action for a 
breach of promise of marriage; and you will allow me 
to say to you, thus early in the cause, that I know of no 
_-desoription of cases: which admits of a greater variety 
of disGnotions than the one now for your decision—it 


Mr. Buck's Reply to Mr. Stevens’ First Letter. 
July 3, 1819. 


om 
a 


| “Yoar Ietter of July the 1st. I received in the 
‘afternoon of the 3rd. I wish it to be understood, that in making a 
reply, Ido not acknowledge your right to interfere with me, or 
q with the concerns of the Church meeting for worship in Oxford 
i Street. From your letter it would appear, requests had been made 
is | tome toallow a meeting for further investigation, which I had de- 
i clined acceding to; and, as this is connected with an offer to hold a 
| -‘Ineeting, composed of a limited number of individuals ; its tendency is. 
— to hold me up, as one, fearful of my conduct being sought into, by fair 
‘and honourable means, 
—) I beg tostate, that I have repeatedly offered = meet Mrs. Curling 
~ 7 and her daughter, with her friends, according to scriptural pattern ; 
| which she declined. | | 
_ Thave’also made an offer to Mrs. Curling, through a respected 
‘friend, (a Deacon ofa Baptist Church,) to refer the whole matter 
for opinion, to some one judicious minister; allowing one or two 
individuals of a side to be appointed if need were. ‘This she also | 
declined. She has all along demanded an open Church-meeting ; and 
nothing less than this would satisfy; which, not to speak of its being un- 
‘scriptaral, is by no means calculated to elicit truth. 

If that sort of meeting be required by Mrs, Curling, which I have 
been all along quite willing to grant ; I can have no objection to accede 
toher wishes ; but, as it is my conduct, which is designed to be brought 
under investigation, it is nothing more than equitable, that I should 
have power to reject those individuals from a Committee, who have 
their minds so fully made up on one side of the subject, as to incapa- 
citate them for candid enquiry, though in other respects they may be 
honest upright men. | 

Tam willing to meet a committee, a of two or three, to be 
* appointed by each, and an umpire to be approved by both. As Miss 
Curling, will, I suppose, wish her mother’s presence, as implicated ; I 
; shall also claim my father’s presence, precisely on the same grounds. 
‘Tam, Sir, respectfully your’s, = JOHN BUCK. 
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may be a Case of the most accumulated and aggravated 
“injury; it may, on the other hand, bea Case of scarcely 
any injury at all; and it sometimes happens, that the 
conduct of the Plaintiff is such that it oes not entitle 


Mr. Stevens’ Second Letter to Mr. John Buck. 


July 13, 1819. 
Rev. Sir, 


/ _ I certainly supposed, when I wrote a few lines to 
= s-you, on the first of this month, by the desire of Mrs. Curling, that I 
should not be induced to trouble you again in like manner, But Mrs. 
Curling had no sooner perused your letter, than she felt a determina- 
tion to return a brief reply, and at the same time to renew her former | 
proposition, as hereafter stated, and which sy! her desire I have copied 
and transmitted to you. | 
“ In reply to some of the particulars i in your letter to Mr. Stevens, 
I deny having all along demanded an open Chureh Meeting. You say, 
‘‘it is by no means calculated to elicit truta:” I acknowledge your 
observation to be just, and experienced the force of iton the 22nd of 
April. I deny that any propositiou has been made to me from you for 
meeting me and Mary Anne: you have solicited so 
_ do, which you have refused. | 
“Being willing to shew you every possible indulgence, I repeat my 
former proposition : that you meet me and my daughter Mary Anne 
within ten days from the date hereof, at which time there shall ‘be 
present an equal number of friends, six on each side, upright honest 
men. I will not allow you to reject any of those whom I shall choose, 
neither will I interfere with your choice. Qnly observe, there stall be 
no relative in the proposed committee. 
‘< The meeting to be held either in the Vestry of York-street Chapel, 
or in that of your own Chapel, at six o’cloG% precisely. An immediate 
answer is expected, naming thé day : onlylet Wednesday and Satur- 
day be excepted. 
‘“* The failure of compliance with the above proposal will render it 
EA necessary for me to pursue the more pebli: measures before stated to 
you.” So far Mrs. C. 
| Sir, I do not apprehend Mrs. Curling ill object to any one being 
present, so that they interfere not, and the committee be considered 
distinct from such person, or persons, and they alone be expected to 
give judgment of the matters to be proposed. You will, I hope, excuse — 
me, Sir, though I be bold to say, that yyour demanding that your . 
Father be present, because Mrs. Curling) is to be present, is farfrom 
accurate. Mrs, C, is the person against yjhom you have arisen as an 
accuser ; but your father i is very differeytly circumstanced, But if. 


i 


q 
| 
q 
| 
et. 
4 
y 
[3 


which they are to deliver their judgment ? 


12° 


her fo bring’ her ‘Action at shal-ipon 
_ the present o occasion: state as shortly and simply as Iecag'- 
the situation ‘of ‘the parties upon ‘the’records and ‘ander 

what circumstances connedtion’ between 
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against, Mrs. c or her daughter, let him by all means do su, Your: 
objecting : also to men who understand the business for which we: are 


to meet, is certainly an extraordinary act for-a protestant, noris it 


reasonable.. For who can at last wisely and fairly decide, but men 
who have first been made thoroughly acquainted with the ‘edit ‘on 


_As to their minds being ‘made up on one side,’ I hopattde: willhave 
no reason finally to complain that the decision of an upright Committee 
has been so corruptly obtained, as thatit is unsustained by satisfactory 


_evidenee. Indeed, your proposition, that men who know nothing of 
the business shall give their opinion, would ‘be likely to lead toa — 
wrong conclusion ; and if you suppose them to be first sheovaghlge: 


instructed into the matter, which they cannot be without taking the — 
labour and pursuing tle measures which others have done, then you 


_ will have similar men before you to those waem gs now rs sae) to 
admit. / 


Besides, my dear Sir, have you not the same beleusity that Mrs. < 
Curling has? Can you not find six god-fearing men whose’ niinds are 


_ made up on one side ?” Surely, Sir, you have not gone to such lengths — 
against a Christian widow of many years standing in Isracl, without 


evidence sufficiently clear, for yon to find more than six impartial men 


whose minds are as much made up on your side, as evet others can be 


on Mrs. C.’s side. After all, the meeting sought is not to be entered — 
into under the idea of minds being made up on either side, but with an — 
honest determination, in the fear of God, to judge ‘righteous judgment — 
between the parties in whose behalf they severally meet ; awed by 

only, _  Your’s with all due | 


\ J. STEVENS. 
Buck’ Reply to Mr. Stevens’ Second Letter. 
July ¥9, 1819. 


That I may not be justly charged with incivility towards - 
you, I‘beg to acknowledge the receipt of your second letter. But as 
there is nothing coptained in it which has not been fully replied toin- 
_™my, communication of the Sth instant, I must refer you to that letter 


for my final answer. Iam, Sir Res ectfully Your's 


‘Thus this correspondence,-— 
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13. 
tha Plaintiff and, and. what circum: 
stances it was: broken off by the Defendant. 


a 


A.most written was lately, in part, printed : 


the few copies, taken have been industriously circulated ° among the © 


t 


fnd that, the: Plaintiff is 


-Plaintiff’s connections.. One copy fell into my hands. It is filled with” 
mis-statements and exaggerations. Its style is to the last degree con- 


temptible, Whoever. the composer may be, he -has been careful to 
introduce, most conspicuonsly the malevolence of his | heart. In a ‘word, 
its rancour, is equal to that of the most vio rt political publica- 
tions of the day. 
But, more.in relation. to this Pamphlet i in the , 
VII... The following are extracts of the last lett 
Curling, dated Sept. 8, 1819, five months and a. 


| * 


received from Miss 
after our intimacy 


had ceased, during which period no communication on my part had | 


taken place, and six weeks previous to my prosecution. They are now — 


exposed, pot to put to shame, nor in breach of confidence, for no 


confidence subsisted at the time, but as a preface to her Solicitor’s ‘ 
letters, which follow. Can it be credited, that, after such professions — 
of attachment, the writer should have forced a we for me. mere pur- 3 


pan of obtaining 1501. 


“* Pardon, my. dearest of all earthly objects, hy once more address- ' 


ing you ; it may be the last time; as ere long I expect to be wafted toa 


distant shore, to proclaim to poor heathen, i in a | feeble strain, the love 


and forgiveness of a Saviour, — 


' Enclose: in a letter to me, Oh I entreat ‘deny’ me not 


‘this. small favor, Ihave got your likeness déeply engraven on my 


heart ;-but.I desire .it in this way, because, deprived, through false | 
of the, original, I would feast my eyes on the and clasp 


it to my. breast as the choicest treasure on eart}.” 


This Letter concludes“ Believe, me still affectionately yours, M:A.C.”” 
Being accused, in an anonymous communigation, of having made 


this letter public previous to the trial, I do dehy the charge. I would 
not, even now, let it be seen, but, as before 
lowing Jetter,—which arrived only six week 
ageinet ‘ Character,’ having intermediately t 


after it; nota word 
mspired. 


, to introduce the fol- 


Teter from, Miss Curling’s Solicitor, Oct. 


Sir, 


that we may send him process, in case you % pe refuse to make such 


‘On behalf of Miss Mary Anne Curlipe. it is us 
to request you will fayor us with the name offyour Attorney, in order 
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of. Mgs. Curling, who lives im Woodstock she 
_is a woman not, in, an..elevated). sitmation.of lifes,she 
carries.on, business on het-own, account, and. cleans. lace, 
or-things of that description, but is as I. understand a 
‘woman of great respectability in her line of life. The 
Plaintiff, her daughter, is as I stated to you of the age 
of twenty-two, and assists her. mother in the business she 


‘compénsation and acknowledgments as shall be satisfactory to her, 
F | and to'her friends, for what she and pny esteem your improper ¢ con- | 
duct towards her. 
_ Weare, Sir, Your Obedient Humble Servants, 


_ Being at Taunton when this letter arrived, my father, through my 
Solicitor, applied (as there was in it a profession of. willingness to 
compromise, ) for information as to a private settlement, or arbitration. 
The Plaintiff’s Solicitor’s reply follows : dated Nov, 3, addressed to my 
attornies : —Gentlemen, we send you Writ and Copy for your under- 
taking; agreeably to the direction of Mr. Buck. Miss Curling and 
her friends have not yet favoured us with their answer to your pro- 
posal: if it shall be favourable to that proposal, the Writ and Under- _ 

taking will not be taken into account, as against your client; if other- 
wise, we shall not have lost time. We are, Gentlemen, your’s, &c. — 

IX. Several members of my church, without my privity, called on 
Miss. C. to expostulate; when Mrs. C. stated, that she had 

influenced the Plaintiff: she, however, seemed willing to allow of arbi- — 

: tration; but said she was urged on and supported by others ; and that 
_ * she could not (in a way of conciliation) act for herself. She profess 
| wat the same time a willingness to speak to her advisers. Ina day or 
 two.after this interview, a message was received , saying, that the case 
must be made public. 

From these circumstances it will be evident, that every fair attempt 
has been made by and for me, to give satisfaction : but as Mrs, Cur- 
ling had often avowed that her design was to ruin my character and 
interests, we have reason to conclude from all which has transpired, 

, that she has acted with such motiyes in the trial as well as in every 
other part of her conduct. Had character or strict investigation of the 
whole truth been her object, arbitration would not have been rejected. 


carries.on. There. is,, another , sister } younger than the 
i Plaintiff, who probably will be as witness 
before you. 

Gentlemen, ‘the Defendant was, former! an cet in. 
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the Engineers in’ the Indian Ariny; Ke is of the age of 
twenty-eight. After he had discontiny $d that line of life. 
and had come’ from India, he becam! teacher in’ Ma- 
thematics; he then altered: his ~vi¢ in life; thought’ 
himself'competent to become a Bapti§y Minister, entered’ 
into engagements of that descriptionyand did ultimately 
establish a Baptist congregation.’ ‘The* religious .per- 
suasions both of the Plaintiff ‘and° of her mother aré of: 
the same description; chance threw them in the way of 
the Defendant, Mr. Buck; and I believe, when he became — 
a Baptist preacher, he prevailed’ upon’ the — and 


her daughter to join his congregation.’ 
Gentlemen, with respect to the Defendant, Mr. Buck, 


as I know no more of him than what this cause has 
introduced to my knowledge, I shall abstain from making 
any other observations upon him than such as his con- 
duct in this case entitles me to make. It seems the - 
gentleman has a father, with whom if jhe does not live. 
he has frequent | intercourse ; and I believe you will find 
that from time to time the Plaintiff.and her mother 
visited at the house of the father of the Defendant; and 
the engagement, which was commenced by 


a 


Note 2. Many may think a remark on this point needless. But as 
it was adverted to by the learned Judge in hi,summing up, as proved, 
I will just observe, that it will be seen by. Aifelia Curling’s evidence, 
Note 24, that the whole of the family joined my church on conviction 
of the propriety of daing’so, and not as urged. or influenced by me in 
any way. I never attempted to induce or prevail on any person to 
join my church. I never asked a person to attend my ministry, ‘nor 
have I employed a-moment (except from the pulpit) in influencing any 
one to become a dissenter, Each person in membership has proposed 
himself, has had to satisfy the church, and has been received, not by 


my vote, but by the a of the people at lar ge. 
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| hostile ito those fair interests which he 
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the month of. 1818, 
of Mrs. Curling'was obtained by Mr’ 
here: appears to’ have: been ‘no very 
entered into :‘—he was ofthe age of twenty-- 


eight, quite ‘competent. ‘the natare of the 


about to enter + Bie was of the age of 
tweuty-two; 
fondant the -present! 6ccasion’to phbve'to-day that’: 
degree of attifice was’ made’ use of, ‘either 
on the: part of the Plaintiff or her’ Mother, fin. ‘order 


‘him: to enter ‘into an ‘engagement ‘which - wes” 
might 


impeaching their testimony, but remind, the 
Le Why, if my did Mrs. ©. 
of me whother his prejudices mere, yet removed 2, “This tose 
late a date as February 28th. 
Why; if my Father consented and approved, deed Mi 
to méetme'at my brother-in-law’s,in Ely Place, rather than i 
‘Note 4..Nothing prematare When itiaconfessed ineyidempethat 
the first time of my speaking, in relation to affection, was on Nov. 5. . 


| When.it.is sworn. io evidence that I made ithe promise of marriage 


(which was overheard by Amelia C.) on Nov, 6. That 1. cbtained 
Mes. C.’s consent to, pay my addresses to ber daughter on Nov. 7; 
prove the promise of marriage, Nov. 10. ‘There surely was not , 


counsellor hints at a scheme, in the conclusion of this 


savoar of it evidenced in the above 


think J may ‘venture to defy the Des! 
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the: 
most solemn and 

other, ciroumatances 

sidns of a most solemn description seem tor have 
intréduced ‘particularly in his letters to to her: and 


_to:.do; fer the: purpose of ahowing 
he: discoritinned hisntteritions.” 


BaF: 


ar a doubt, 

dictate,this leniency; 
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ion thas. wantonly, and. I, may be permitted to say, thus 
he had before written a letter, when 


‘ 


=~ 
— 
7 


We hide 7. From this statement would it not appear, that I carried 0 on 
matters until April 12, (the date of this letter,)without any apparent 
difference in my conduct; and then, when they really expected the | 
-marfiage on the next day, the connection was suddenly dissolved by 
“me? , indeed, is sworn to by A. Curling; but the learned Judge 
in his iNinissting up, when stating the evidence, did not mention this 
as proved: he evidently saw through the fallacy of the statement. | 

‘It is, however, this false colouring given to the picture, which has 
influenced so many Christian people to reprobate my conduct. To 
this Note, then, I request particular attention : reminding my readers, 
that nothing but truth shall be advanced. About Saturday, March 20, 
at my request, my Father called on Mrs. Curling, to speak on the 
subject of the portion she would give her daughter. The cause which 
influenced me to send him, Miss C. will confess to have had respect 
to her after-comfort, had she been left a widow. My instructions and 
observations follow. 

“I cam expect no property from you (my father), having already par. 
taken so largely of your hounty,(above £2000.) Ihave no money t 
up a residence with should you purchase the lease ofa house; and until 
the end of the year, I cannot expect to have saved safficient from the — 
proceeds of my Mathematical teaching; and if I wait till that time, 
a pension [which might be claimed if I were married before May 6,] 
will be lost to Miss C. Call therefore, and say, Though I have known 
your ‘daughter so short a time, yet if a sum of money be advanced, to 
help in furnishing a house, I shall stand on no further ceremony, but 
marry atonce. If you cannot do this, we must not talk of marriage ; 


_. which I shall principally lament, on account of the pension, which 


is of consequence to your daughter to claim.” My father called: 
Mrs. C, spoke of her great respectability; she said, her daughter, 
without a portion, was fully my equal. As she declined, according to 
" my request, my father left, telling her my determination. 

During this visit, my father reminded Mrs. C. of a certain 3001. y 
which she had previously offered to lend me, to commence housekeep- 
ing : she said, the interest of the money belonged to her father. Mr. 
Buck stated his willingness to pay that interest ; adding, that he should 
not press, but on account of some severe losses in his business, only a 
short period before. 

‘Precisely at this time Mrs. C. called on Mr. J. of Mill-street ; and 
in presence of his wife, and daughters, said, A marriage was likely 
to take place between Plaintiff iad Defendant; ; but she wane it must 


\ 
| | 
q 
: 
| 
| ‘ 
{ 
i 
; 
t 
bd 
2 
{ 
i 
r fh 
4 
4 
iis 
 F 
a 
4, 
~ ‘ 
| 


19 


be delayed, except some kind friend would stviees 300/.; for Mr. Buck | 
rad lately lost some large sums in business, and was’ "tide disabled | 
from making the advance: he was, however, quite willing to pay 6 per 
cent, interest. Nothing further occurred; Mr. J. thinking my 
father had sent Mrs. C, on the errand of borrowing from a mere 
‘stranger, felt much hurt; and through the medium’ of a sister, the 
matter was made known to me on Monday, March 29, But to return— 
About Wednesday, March 24, Mrs, C. called on ine, ‘and stated, 
at in consequence of my father’s communicatiof; with her, She 
would present me with J00/. All I said, though astonished at the sum 
_ offered, was, Mrs. C. if you, as a Christian woman, aysu sure me you can 
afford to give your daughter no more, I will accept ityand publish the 
banns; but I confess, though you said, at my first visit, that you could 
not give your daughter a fortune, yet from the representations you 
have made to me, and to my friends, of your circumstanees, I did ex- 
pect alarger sum. On the ground of this promise it was agreed, and 
never till this time, that we were to be married. 
_* Either in the after-part of Wednesday, or early on Thursday, a 
twopenny post letter, I think, arrived, containing these words, ‘ April 
13th!” whether written by the mother or daughter, I know not. Be © 
it remarked, I had said, let the day be fixed as nefr r to May 6th as 


Observe also, that by this arrangement | here were just 


convenient, 
“larch 28, April 


three sabbaths for the publication of the banns, v 
4,and April 11. The reason for this early day ', Marriott has 


since assigned ; but, though coming from Mrs. C self, itis of so 
disgusting a nature, that I am not able to state it publicly... As no 
time was to be lest, the banns were put in train for publication 
on Thursday, March 25th, and linformed Mrs. C. and her daughter | 
of the circumstance the same evening. 

_ Willit be believed, that the following letter of retraction of promise 
was sent to me the very next day? This letter A, Casting, ! in her evidence, , 


acknowledged to be her Mother's writing. 
Friday, March 26th, ‘1819. | 


Dear Sir, _ Since Saturday Morning I have had no peace, in 
consequence of the feelings of Mary Ann, urging me to make a pro- 
posal of advance of monay, the performance of which will load my 
conscience with guilt, as having done an act of the greatest 
to my Father and younger children. Be assured, nothing is more 
near my heart than the happiness of my daughter, except the cause 
of God, which I pray not to disgrace, by giving the enemies cause to 
blaspheme, and bring a reproach upon the Church. °I now write to 
you, as to a christian minister whose prayers I entreat, that I may be 
led to act in the fear of God, which is or ar be my guide. 

| ‘Mary Anne is ignorant of my writing this letter, but not a EFARES to 
my feelings. Dear Sir, yours in the best of bonds, | 

CURLING. 


20, Woodstock Street. L.4 
- . You will have —— to make the con‘ents know; to your Father. 
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Having read this rhapsody four or five times, in the presence of my 
family, we could not determine what Mrs.C. meant. As I was engaged 
at Walworth that evening, I requested my Father to call for an 


. 


explanation; with these instructions :—1f Miss Curling has been urging — 


her mother for more money, tell her to desist; I want no more; but 


if Mrs, C, intends breaking her promise, tell her I cannot be married. 


On calling, he found the necessity of leaving the latter message. Mrs. 
_C,’s conscience would not allow hér to give me 1001 when she knew the 


promise of marriage was now made, and the banns put in train for 


publication, I did not hear of this till after one o'clock the next day ; 
when, it being too late to stay the banns, they were necessarily published 
once, but were stayed by me the next week, During the evening of 
Saturday, March 27th, Miss Curling called on me.—I told her on my 
way home with her, that I should send two of the brethren of the 
church to expostulate with her mother on the subject of her decep- 
tion. She said,— rather than you should do that, I am willing to give 
you up altogether ;’ and “ if you cannot receive my mother as before, 
I beg you will not call on me again.” In consequence of these expres- 
sions, I left Miss C. at her own door, refusing to enter her house. 

On Sabbath day March 28, Miss Curling repeated the same offen- 
sive expressions. ‘This repetition, connected with Mrs. C.'s conduct, 
ed to my writing the following ge 39 on Monday, March 29, to Mrs. 
Curling. | 


Dear Madam, a 9 
My father has communicated to me your determination to 
depart from the promise you voluntarily engaged in some days since. 


- The circumstance that rendered it proper to fix an early day having” 


been removed, it becomes my duty to say, that until your new deter- 

mination be rescinded, and your promise fulfilled, I consider myself as 

_. removed from all obligation in the matter; and that ory ogee aA I 
shall cease to be a visitor at your house. 

When I firstspoke to you, I did it with an expectation that I was open- 
ing my mind to a person in equal circumstances with my parents, and | 
that those pecuniary arrangements, which are usual in all respectable 
families, would have been entered into by you at a suitable period. 
Your saying you would give nothing was absolutely frivolous ; for you 


must know you said, in the same breath, that your annual expenditure 


was 4001; that you had just paid 300]. fora lease ; that you had funded 
property ; and that you had the use of 300]. besides, which would be 
yours on the demise of a very aged parent. These were each incon- 
sistent with your having nothing, and with your christian character, 
I therefore concluded, that something in a respectable way would be 
done forme, After a demur, £100 is offered ; and this when the day for 
marriage is arranged, is declined, under pretence of motives arising in 
conscience. I am ashamed of this in any one, in a Christian it is inex- 
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‘cusable. You will Say ¢ am severe, I speak the tr 
always. bear examination, I pray you to cousider 


This letter she acknowledged, at our church meeting, 


h, ia that will 
well what is now 


said, and to act in the fear of God. | : 
Obediently yours, 


The above I believe to be word for word what was sent to her: if 
it be not, Mrs. C. can correct me, by producing the letter itself: 
tolhave received. 
though I have reason to believe : that since that perio#it has been care- 
fully kept out of sight; for every one will perceive, that the marriage 
was by this letter delayed, if not put aside: so that the letter of ane | 
12th was not the first intimation, as falsely reported, 
As some persons may, notwithstanding what has been said, doubt 
whether Mrs C. could have acted as here represented, the following 


_ letter addressed to my Father, dated Monday, March 28th, and ac- 


knowledged by A. Curling to be by her sami. iggntroduced. 


Dear Sir, | 
Permit me one moment of your time to explain 


more satisfactorily the cause of my seeming inconsistency of conduct ; 


which has not arisen from caprice, but from the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation, teaching the denying of ungodliness, &c. I con- 
fess, my affection for Mary Ann led me to make an offer (small as the | 
sum of money is) I ought not to have done, under present circum- 
stances ; having no money at command (except my Father’s,) the using 
which is incompatible with that morality you heard last evening so 
justly delineated; uprightness and integrity ; the want of which will 
sink me in my own estimation much lower than the frowns of man, 
If [suffer not as an evil doer, in vain will be the attempt to anteon the 
affections of my child from me, 

I profess, no sacrifice, but that of conscience, I consider too great to 
forward the mutual happiness of my Daughter and your Sen, for 


- whom I feel a maternal affection and regard, When you, Sir, receive 


this, I shall be some distance on my way to Winchester, in full hopes. 
of my Father’s acquiescence in the performance of my promise, I 
hope to wetura on Wednesday, 31st. = Dear Sir, ] remain yours, &c, 
L. A. CURLING. 
On Wedneoday; March 31, Mrs, Curling called at my Father’s, to 
say, she had obtained the £100. and now supposed all would proceed 
as before. -My Mother said, not so ; that so, much deception had been 


- brought to light while she had been ont of Town, that she should use 


all her exertions to dissuade me. My Sister told her, that I was very 


~ much burt at the expressions Miss Curling had used; Mrs, C, replied, - 
Foolish girl, when you are older you will know better: ought she not 


to love her Mother best? there has no private conversation, nor any act, 
taken place: between your Brother and my Daughter, which she has not 


_ énformed me pri She tells me all her secrets, 
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In the afternoon, I called in Woodstock Street, and told Mrs. C. in 
the presence of her daughter, that I had been made acquainted with 
the circumstances and real situation of her late husband; as well as 


with the apparent attempt to borrow money of Mr. J. I reminded 


them both of my letter, dated March 29, and left them, saying that I 
was still of the same mind; that the marriage was not to be looked 


forward to. 


On Saturday April 3, I erased the banns ; all parties knowing. as 
well as many members of the church, that the marriage was put off. 
I did not think it needful to mention this to Miss C. expressly becanse 
it could do no good, and might hurt her mind the more. She had, 
however, ceased to be a visitor at our house on the Lord’s day, as 
was the case. | 

_ On’Friday, April 9th, Mrs. C. called on Mr. J. to enter into 
some explanation about the 3001. ; when he told her, in presence of 
witnesses, that the banns had bedt erased. She went at once to the 
parish books, and ascertained the fact. Thus it is clear, that Mrs. C. 
knew the marriage would not take place ; and, genes © that my letter 
of April 12, was not the first intimation she received. — 

On Sabbath day April 11, Mrs. C. (in consequence of the misun- 
derstanding now subsisting) did not come to our place to worship; 


but, having several friends to tea with her, told them of my retraction. ; 


As much obloquy attaches to me, from my supposed cruelty, in 
carrying on my acquaintance until the day before we were to have 


been married, and then in suddenly breaking off the connection, — 


it is needful to answer this expressly: which I trust has been 
satisfactorily done in this note. The following queries will perhaps 
carry some conviction of the real case: 

On the Monday night, expecting marriage next salaeasle, were 
all Miss Curling’s clothes prepared for the wedding? She said at the 
church-meeting that they were not. 


‘When was the promised 1001. paid me? Not to this moment, as 


Mrs. C. will confess. 

What conversation on the subject of marriage otuelk place between 
us during the period March 29, to April 12? I solemnly — not a 
word ; except on the occasion of my doing it away. 


Where were we to have met on the Tuesday Morning?’ ‘ie were 


invited to the wedding? and where were we to have been married ¢ 

Where were we\to have lived when married? Was any house, or 
lodging, or furniture, or needful etcetera’ s prepared ? Miss C. knows 
there were not. 


considered ; and let every impartial mind say, has not this ‘supposed 

aggravation of my offence its foundation on falsehoods alone? Does 

it not appear to have been adduced from the very worst of motives ? 
It will be asked, if I ever visited Miss C. after the rupture of our 


| families? I did; forit was to me a most _— and atten matter to 


Let these questions, with what has pieviouay been said, be well 
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‘first proposed marrying’; and one part of that letter I 
shall think fit to read to you. The date of it is Novem- 
ber 10th, 1818. It commences thus: ‘“‘ My dear Mary 


Ann,—Y ou appeared in low spirits when I saw you last! | 
I suppose it might be, nay, that it was, occasioned by 


that parting which was rendered necessa y, so soon oe 
[had the opportunity of unburthening my mind to you.” 


This, we shall show to you, was precisely at that period 


of time when he proposed to marry her; a letter in that 


part very temperately written, which does great credit 


to his good taste and feelings. I wish the remainderhad 


been in the same style, because then’ he would have 
omitted passages which ought to have been avoided. 
The conclusion is thus: “ I pray the iped, in his own 
time, in his own way, will bring us togeffier, if he have so 
determined, and bless us when united; making us blessings 
to each other and a comfort to hig own children 


generally. "Now if ever there was a man bound to 


make good his engagements, clothing his proposals under 
terms cf this description, it is such a man as this: if we 
have a right te expect from one man beyond another 


the fulfilment of all engagements, it is, beyond all doubt, 


from those men who lay claim to a greater pretension to 


religion than others. 


Gentlemen, having written this and 


the connection in the way that will be deseribed by the 


witnesses,” in on the 12th of April, eo this poten by 


break off india’ a connexion. It was only the déclarations Bey and 
repeated by Miss C. the conviction of her being a party in the decep- 
tion practised, and these repeatedly urged by hs friends, which did 
eventually determine me. On a review of Note, will not the 
remark naturally arise, that that case must be bad indeed which _re- 


- quires so much to be passed over without any notice? Why was not the 


mother brought forward as 4 witness? | 

Note 8. “ When he first proposed marrying.” Should it not have 
been, “when he first proposed paying his addresses to her See Note 4, 
_ Note 9. In reference to this, (and let it be remembered it is the | 


- only proof advanced) it is sworn, has the last time [ saw Miss C, was 
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have assigned them.as a reason for _ 


closing! circumstances of my debts 
imilindia; whieh: my Father:is:now liquidating, but which 
notvexpecthis:doing while opposing his. will.” 


steadier eye’ than. do the. duty, which a 

to-his Father ;:but there are duties of a higher 
conceive, and if he. 

his-Father's will, it could have been ‘an. opposition hat 
| in the antecedent:parts.of their 


aequaintance the Father was fully oognizent: of every 
-eGentlemen, The last reason I :must state to you, 
because. I :think /it:involves.a degree.of impropriety, 
thet. cannot account for, on the part.of. the Defendant. 
He concludes thus: And lastly,” :having assigned all 
these temporal reasons for the discontinuance of his 
cennection this young person, haying assigned all 
would affect his interests, he comes 
now to one, in ‘his opinion, of a higher description; he 
makes it.the last’; and he means, in his judgment, by so : 
doing, te give it.the greatest weight—-“‘ And lastly, the 
¥ident interposition.of the Lord’s and, as\lbelieve, 
wise,.certainly have gone forward. I thought it better 
candidly to state at once what.isin my mind; and I do 
hope the Lord will strengthen you in trial, and et 
-Shis:providence to your soul's good and-mine.” 
Gentlemen, I cannot divine what other feet 
upon. a. subject of this description ; but I must:honestly 
tell you, formyself, do feel thai ray, 


repeated declaration to me, in regard to her willingness to give me up 
rather* than her mother. See Note 7. He well knows, that ‘that:ar- 


gument.is unsound which will not have application to both sides of a 
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of ‘this. description he reilly, ind: Honestly thought 
that he was doing: ‘right, under ‘the interposition wliich 
he allades to“ in this ‘concluding owish he:had 
Kept it to himself.’ sot to atép bétween-his con: 

science and him, If he really felt: this (it might be-so 
for'aught I'know,) Iam not here to:state: that:he might 
not have ‘justified ; if ‘he'really had astrong:line of 
condacff to proceed by, arising out of the’ciroamistdince 
he mentioned; that. is not for.me to decide upon 
Pmay say this, 1 think, with the greatest truth, :that if 
that had been so, he had much better-have keptit'within — 
his'‘own bosom. © It is assigning a reégon for his con- 
duct which amounts to something more than the ordi- 
nary interposition of Providence in ‘human affairs; and I 
eannot believe it to be atly thing’ but applying himself 
her religious opinions and views, to protect himself 


‘against those-consequences, which he! ought and must 


| if ‘ob ian be to ‘make w few 

‘Eask the religious man, whether its spirit be. in: | 

accordance with, the gospel ? | | 
“Task the moralist and prudent, ‘whether it’ | nrimeaning in its de. 

clarations, or frivolous in its reasons? 


“Will any one ‘say, it is‘an unfeeling 
‘must ‘in some measure be regatded in such a light; but is‘not-every 
thing done in this letter that man could do, torender it as little galling 
as possible ? No reproach of want of affection ; no statement of matters, 
which would hurt the most “delicate. Had I'possessed@ much guile’ 
shoald not have ‘written so explicitly, nor in id date'whieh bias 
‘0 wrested to convey mis-statement. — 

‘By the first clause it evidently appears, that ‘ 
‘continuing my visits altogether.” 
negative of the mian who supports me, and to: whom, ‘when marriéd, 
have continued to Took for ‘Support: whose — 
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conld only then be gained, when he thought my happiness depended 
on it, and who was now able fully to see the nature of the convexion 


\into which I was about to plange myself:—the man to whom the 


promise of the entrapping £100. was made, and to whom Mrs, C. 
states, that the desire to deny ungodliness madé her deny her promise. 


See Note 7. Was this man to have no sway? was his absolute nega- 


tive to be slighted? or was I to follow the advice which Mrs. C. gave 
me on Wednesday, March 3Ist. “ Marry; your Father will soon over- 


look it ; he is too good-natured a man to harbour disapprobation long,” 


_ Secondly. Your Mother's condact throughout our acquaintance,— 
The learned Counsel made no comment on this; it was tender ground; 
this was, no doubt, passed over as needless to the Plaintiff’s case ; but 
if Mrs. C. and her Daughter wished for a candid and full investigation , 


_ would it have been allowed thus to pass away? Note 7, will explain 


this second reason. 
Thirdly. ‘The impossibility of the union of onr families, from what 
has occurred. This is also dismissed without comment. But will dis- 


cerning people believe that such a reason was adduced without cause? 


Had all matters been conducted with uninterrupted harmony until 
this last letter was written? I was about to say, that if Miss C. would 


herself come forward and say, that the most complete harmoiry did | 


subsist, and that she really, on April 11, expected tohave married me ou 
April 13; that, confessing myself to be a base, contemptible wretch, 
as unfit to breathe English air, I would accede to a willing banish- 
ment from my family and my country. _ | 

What was the caballing spoken of by Mr. Adams, towards the con- 
elusion of his evidence? Note 62? Why was Mrs. Curling’s visit to 
Winchester undertaken? as stated by Amelia Curling, Note 45? And, 
why Miss C.’s unhappy countenance, during the last three weeks of 
our acquaintance, as well as her not visiting at our house as before? 


Fourthly. My friends unwillingness to receive you in love into their — 


family. This reason received no comment. If our families had been 
intimate to that very moment, is it credible that such a reason should 
have been brought forward? If such love could have been proved, 


will any one believe that so material a testimony would have been omit- 


ted on the part of the Plaintiff? | : | 
Fifthly.—Onur mutual circumstances not being such as to justifya 
union. Itis said I onght to have thought of this before I did; I 


‘supposed I was about to marry a woman of some property, though it 


might have been little. When through Mrs. C.’s deception, I was 
undeceived in this particular by the exposure of matters, it became a 


solid reason for objecting. | 
The Plaintiff is not here without implication. She knew of all the 


a yptions practised on me. Ske has often told me she knew all 


her Mother’s affairs: she has heard her Mother tell me, that she (the 
Mother) never went to market in her life:—-She has also said, her 
Papa wished her to learn music and dancing, and to be educated at 


4 
* 
i 
f 
é 
| 
+t 
toe 
4 
; 
f 
‘a 
> 
at 
AM 


suppose possible without some design. 


ieee this: seems to have closed the acqnaintance 
and connexion between them". . 1 understand, and I shall 
touch upon this part of the case very lightly, because, if 


_ itis not made a part of my learned friend’s case, I do not 


wish to make it a part of mine; but as it may be intro- 


duced to your notice, it is necessary that I should just 


observe upon it. It seems, that, according to the per- 
suasions of this sect, they hold church meetings, in which 
the conduct of the several and respective members of 
the community comes before the assembly, for the appro- 
bation or disapprobation of the body. Gentlemen, . i by 
no means complain ofthat; I have not A doubt but it is 


- quite right; it is, I believe, very conformable to what 


took place very early in‘the history of the church ; how- 
ever, so it is with persons of this persuasion. Now, in 
consequence of this, a meeting, 1 understand, took place ; 


=~ 


a behsthleg cchedle while, at the same time, she knew, that she had, 


through the penury of herfather, been two years in service in Newman 


Street, and six months, in King Street. .She has, in reference toa 
former Sweetheart, said, her Mother threatened to cut her off without a 


shilling, if she married him. She assented to her Mother’s alledged © 
ability to lay by £100 a year from the profits of her business, She is 


not then blameless ; for these, while they are all false in themselves, 
were evidently weed to cast a favourable gloss over the family. 

Sixthiy.—My debts in India. Is this no conbianediets: ? Is it worth 
no thought? Let it be remembered, Mrs. C. was not keptin ignorance 
of thesedebts. I expressly told her of them long before. 

Lastly. The interposition of the Lord’s hand, &c. Is there a west 
here that can be wrested to imply that I cast sin on God? God for- 
bid! My sin is my own. 

I have carefully considered this letter; and do cikieaies that had I 
to pass again through the events of the last year, I know no part of 
the letter which I could improve. : 

Note 15. Not so. The following are the dhtes (I am not desirous 
of exposing the contents) of letters received from the plaintiff: April 
13th, April, 26th June 15th, and September 8th. To these may be 
added repeated visits to my Chapel; especially by Mrs. C. and 
Amelia. Add to these, following me where [ have lived; as well as 
to places where I have been invited to preagh. I assure my friends, 
that Miss C. and I have seen each other oftener than many would. 
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thas it, that Gentleman vill be found, I he- 
have carried, I think, the injury further,if it conld 
-beeaszied farther, than he had hitherto, carried it, by cir- 


t 
“J 


orduring the continuance, of it;, if any attempt is mad 
ag‘clear,as,the-sun,at noon day, I, undertake to disprove 
it in,the most explicit manner possible ; and I will do 
through the, mediam of the best, proof possible, for I will 
do it through, the express agknowledgments of the De- 
fondant himself"; that after, the time when he had dis- 
continued his acquaintance with her, she was what every 
body, would wish a woman of that age,and situation to 
be: woman of the str integrity, and. the most un- 
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general nature of the case at 
‘There, will be two. points for 


you, as to the circums 


k 
t originally too 
fitin 


With impartial minds, such, 
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‘miitinier T'have stated to you bythe Defendant; ‘she 
‘Uther: what damiages' you will be’ pledsedito give.' 
there can’ be’nd doubt F shail be enititled to'your verdict; 
‘¢he letter Ehave read would be sufficient; in point of faw, 


ine your ‘verdict.’ should only haveito show 


‘promise to\ matry’on the ‘part of the 
of that engagement, contained in) one and: the 
thie behalf of ‘this young¢won 
niay wee the expression, a much higher, 
gaining! your verdict to carry her throngh: “The 
actib is brought, that the Defendant umy have anoppor+ 
futility, if avail fit, of 
any defence as to the impropriety of her! conduct, if he 
‘Phat is the great object shehasin views: Her cha- 
is every thing to her’; she‘has nothing depend epon 
but her charactér !-She is not ‘in‘very afilaent cireum- 
stances, any mote than her mother; but she is‘honest,; and 
che still remains-an/object forthe afféctions of anp-mamif 
at any future time, after this blighted prospect which hes 
direddy befallén her, she should think -propertoenter 
into’ a siniflar engagement ; but she must have: her: cha- 
racter vindicated’ after what has passed/'as you will fiad; 
and that da only bé by your verdict; ‘not simply 
dict, but a verdict’ with such damages as:shall'mark 
‘sense of his‘improper conduet.":. What:those damages 


ote’ 17, iw evidence; that -gavéa good «claracter so" 
Miss C.’; and now the Counsel‘ says, that the action is brought to ei 
able thé to piove If “Character” good or 
been wanted, other means would have doné if more ee nota 
tial! Where tHE dlone tt aha the word) 
Money Money £150. was warited chardeter'would'Be 
18! £1000 Gemanded ; Tor this, 2150 
the comparative amount do the Jury's 


playingy 
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are to be, it is not for me to say a word about; they ure 
laidin the deolayation high, £1000: what part you will 
give, is for your consideration ; nor will 1 for a moment 
occupy your time by ‘saying one word more upon the 
subject, When you have decided that she is to have 
verdict, youwill say how much you willgive her; but I 
willventure to say this: that if 1 prove the case such as 
I have stated it to yon, and there is nothing to cut.down 
the general nature of the transaction, I think, as men 
of feeling, you will be of opinion with me, that very, 
very considerable damages ought to be given to this 
young woman. That may in some degree depend on the | 
Defendant's situation ; I will show, that he has stated to a 
witness, that he makes between three and four hundred 
_ayear”. God forbid I should wish you to break him 
down by such damages as he cannot pay, which may. 
_ hang over him and oppress him during the remainder of 
his life ; but consider the injury the Plaintiff has re- 
ceived ; and: if there isa complaint that the damages 
are heavy; it is not a complaint that is in his mouth; 
her injury is great, his impropriety has been great; his 
compensation therefore ought to be great also. But I 
ean venture to assure you, that, in point of money,. 
there is scarcely any compensation can be made to a 
woman, who has suffered in the way she has; whose peace 
has been broken in upon, and whose character, I believe 
it will turn out, has been attempted to be attacked, 
This is the nature of the question you will have to try. wee ik 
It has not been thought necessary by the Plaintiff to : paes 
ty the case by a special jury. knay that the 


one witness being brought in my pas though I had 23 waiting in 

the Court, I need not an fear public thought concerning the tran- 
saction. | 

Note 19. 8 or 400£. a year. Why was such 4 statement advanced, 

_ and no proof brought forward? Was it inorder to obtain small damages 

that I might not be ruined’ as hinted at in the next passage. — 
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of a common jury and a special jary run in unison to 
gether; for they are composed, both the “one atid tHe 
other, of Eniglishmén, who fiavé @-conimunity of feeling 
_ on the subject ; and [ can as‘safely trust it in your hands 
as to the amount of damages, as with any other jury 


summoned through any other process. his is the na- 


ture of the case. I will prove the factsas I can. am 
only sorry, that a case of this description will introduce, 
as it has already done through the medium of my state- 
ment, and may’ continue to introduce, ‘as the case goes 
of, terms and expfessionS’ used by one and the'other, 
which one could have wished had been képt' fdr md¥e 
solemn occasions than that which now presents itself. 
You find this young person, of the age of twenty-two, 
having been introduced into this religious sect through 
the mediuni of the Defendant himself, of whith I do 


not complain ; for here I must say, I firmly believe that 
the Baptists compose as respectable a body of the _ 


christian world a8 any that is to bé found—T only ‘most 
deeply and sincerely lament, that a preacher of that sect 
_ should have conducted himself, may I say in the incaa- 
tidus manner—no, that is’ not a term strong enough, ‘T 
thinkin the’ véry shameful mater in which Geitle- 


man has behaved to the Plaintiff. 


Gentlemen, -¥ shall call the sister of the olaintif dnd 
‘other witnesses if necessary. That will depend upon 


thé coursé my learnéd ‘brother adopts in’ his’ cross-ex- 
amination: and I will keep the matter as quiet as 
I can, consistently with the justice of thé case, unless 


I am ‘provoked fo it by any ‘question which will render 


it necessary to carry the case further than at present it 
_ seems to me the nature of the case requires. 


Note 20, See Note2, 
j | 
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EVIDENCE FOR THE PLAINTIFF. 


Examined by Mr. Goulburn, 


Q. Are you acquainted with the hand- -writing of Mr. Buck, 
the Defendant? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Look at these letters, and see whethies they are his 
—hand-writing 
Mr. Serjeant Pell. _ Brother Vaughan, will you look at 
the letters, and see whether they are his mane ( pro- 
ducing two letters.) 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. I dare say they are. I under- 
stand they are. 

Mr: Goulburn. -The first part of the first letter and the 
whole of the second we will read. 

Lord Chief Justice Dallas. Have the goodness to attend 
to the letters as they are read, Gentlemen. Brother Vaughan, 
do you wish to have the whole of i it read ? 

Serjeant.Vanghan, No, my Lord ; they will read what- 
ever part they think fit. 

{PF he-following extract was read from a letter of Defendant 
to the Plaintiff, dated November 10th, 1816. wil 
My dear Mary Ann, 

- *€ You appeared in low spirits when I saw yo last. I sup- 
pose it might be—nay, that it was occasioned by that part- 
img, which'was rendered necessary so soon after I had an 
opportunity of unburthening my mind to you.” 
Mr Serjeant Pell. Unless my Brother Vaughan wishes 


the remainder, it is not necessary to read it. 


— 


-Neote 21. This letter, dated Nov. 10. i i.e. five days after first speak- 
. ing to-Miss C, and while she was on a v isit to Haverhill, is to prove 4 
promise of marriage. I meant no such thing by it, nor dol believe & 
Miss C. regarded it in that point of view. | 

N.. B. Miss C. has repeatedly told me, that she had destroyed 
all my letters. This one I conclide escaped the general wreck. 
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Lord Chief Justice Dallas Have you seen the letter, 


Brother Vaughan ? 
Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, We can look-at it afterwards, 


and if it is ee we can read it; it is part of their. évi- 


dence. 
Amelia Curling sworn. 
Examined by Mr. Pell. 
€. are the sister of the Plaintiff, Mary Aun Curling ? 
Q. How olf is your sister? 
QO. you OW Mr. Buck 
long have you been acquainted with Mr. Buck? 
Sidee last June. I heard him preach before then.* 


- You have knowa tim since last June? 4 


A. Yes, to speak to him. | 
you mean since last June, or June 


A 
Q 
A 
Q. 
A. 1818. - heard him preach 
Q_ tie ts a Baptist preacher, is he 1 not? 

A 

Q 


yes, 
\re your mother, and your sister, and yourself of that 


persuasion ? Do you belong to the Baptist congregation ig 


A,- Yes. 
Q. Has the Defendant, Mr. Buck, a seppeaae: of his 


own? 


FLAG 
-Q. Does your sister and your ‘family belong to oe Do 


you attend Mr. Buck ? 
“A. Notnow. Mr. Buck baptised my mother, my-siter, 
Bid 


‘and myself. 
Q. When did you first belong to his meeting * 


‘A. I heard him from the month of June; in: the mont of 


December I was baptized”. 
How came you to belong. to his congregation “What 


led to it? 
A. sister recommended me. it, having beard 2 


Note 22, Query : What is the meaning of this reply? Is it’ meant 
that such an intimacy as was consistent with courtship began in June? 


itis afterward acknowledged that I never spoke ‘in. affection’ to ihe 


‘Plaintiff until Nov. 5. 
N ote 23. Compare this answer with the answer made above, Note : 22. 
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has certainly crept into this part of the case. - 


well, and in Court during all the trial. 


Mr. Buck,'and, seeing the propriety of belonging to a chureh,, 


joined it.” 


_Q. You became then members of Mr. Buck's, congre- 
A. Yes. | 
Q. wg Mr. Buck to visit at your mother’shouse? 
A. Yes. 
‘Q. When did ‘he first become sequainted with your sister ? 
A. He used frequently to come to see her before he asked 
permission to pay his addresses to her”. 
Q. When was it that he first paid his addresses to her ? 
A. It was on the 5th of November he asked miy sister's 


permission”. 


Q. Last year? 

Q. Was he received in your mother’s family as a geutle- 
man that was about to marry your sister? | 

A. Yes. On November the 7th, two days afterwards, he 
came to see if my mother had any objection to it; and my 
mother gave her consent, only alledging that he must ac- 
quaint his family with it”. | 
_ Q. After that had taken place did he visit at your mother’s 


house 2 


_Q. Down to what time did he continue to visit at your 
mother’s house in the manner you have described ? 
A. To the month of April. Si 


Note 24. Is this advanced by Mr. Serjeant Pell, in proof of his 
assertion, that I prevailed on the family to join my church? See Note 2. 
Or is this the answer that led the learned Judge in summing up the 
evidence to say, that I had induced her to join? some grand mistake 


Note 25. Pastoral visits were twice or three times made by me. © 

Note 26. In all simplicity, and without impeaching this evidence, 
I ask, How did Amelia Curling become acquainted with this fact? 
Was she present to hear my conversation? or is this part of the evi- 
dence merely hearsay ? | | 
Note 27. Again I ask, was Amelia Curling present? If so, we -had— 
a strange party, the mother, Plaintiff, another daughter of 18, and 
myself... The request to be allowed.to pay my addresses, must have 
been somewhat unpleasant to our feelings. ‘The request to marry (if 
the evidence mean that) must no doubt have covered us all with con- 
fusion, however our hearts may have inwardly dilated, But if Amelia 
Curling was not present (and I assert she was not,) the whole testi- 
mony proves to be hearsay, and naturally suggests the enquiry, why 
did ‘not the mother prove these particulars? she alone could know 
them: This ‘question is the more’ veedful, seeing she was alive aud 


t 
4 
i 
i 
{ i 
te 
| 
it, 
i 
‘ 
iF 
| 
| 
i 
} 
This 
| 
4 


\/ 


37 


Q. Can you remember the last time in April that you saw 
him, he at that time visiting inthe way he had before done? 
A. The last.time I saw Mr. Buck speak / my sinter was 

on April the 12th,—no, April the 11th.*. 

Lord Chief Justice Dallas. Nobody | ly speak to the 

Witness. 
Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. Mr. Adams m®st_ be requested 
_ not to speak to her ; he has once or twice. | 
‘Mr, Serjeant Pell. Mr, Adams, you must stand away and 
not — to her—On the 11th of April was the last time ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where was it that he saw her for the lat time ? oiik 

A. He was at Chapel that evening, and I heard a conver- 
sation with him. 

_ Q. Up to that time, samely the 11th of April, was his 
conduct and behaviour to your sister of the. same description 
as it had been froin the first time that he made his proposals 
to hex? 

| 

' Q. Do you know how old Mr. Buck is, or nearly how old? 

A. He told me he was seven and twenty in February last. : 

_ Q. Have you ever learned from him what he had heen 
before he became a minister of a Baptist congregation ? 

A. I very frequently heard him speak of the times when 
he was in the army and in India. 

— Q. Did you learn from | him w hat situation he bad been i in 
in the army ? teh 


A. No. 
Q. Did you collect or learn from him, after his return from 


India, whether he had pursued any other line ot life being: he 
became a preacher ¢ 


in 


Note 28.. See note 9. Observe, the witness corrects herself. Will 
it be credited out of Court, it was seen by all in Court, that the . 
witness’s mother, and Mr. Adams, an adviser and witness for Mrs. C. 
were close to A. Curling, dictating her reply. This accounts for the 
admonition of the Lord Chief J ustice, as well as the declaration of 
both the Counsel. 

Note 29. I am willing to hope from. this answer, that Amelia Curling 
_ never saw my letter of March 29. (Note 7,) nor ever beard of its con- 
tents ; also that she may have forgotten, throng® length of time, the 
decrease of my visits; or that she did not knq@y the. reasons of her 
mother’s visit to Winchester ; or that the banns fad been declared for- 
bidden by Mr. Johnston, April 3; or that when;/Mrs. C. called: for the 
last time in Arundel Street, Plaintiff walked up. and down a neigh- 
bouring street, while her mother stated the cause of her visit; or that 
she Was never present when parties repeatedly agsembled in Woodstock 
Sircet, to hear all these matters sa in order. 
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No his teaching Mathematics, 

Mr: Buck a father end mother alive ? 
vA. Yes, ‘they have visited at our house previous to | my 

sinter’ S permission to him to pay his addresses to her.” 
/Q. Did they know that Mr. Buck was paying his addresses 


| to your sister ? 


- A. Thave every reason to think so. 

‘Q. What makes yon think so? | | 

A. His sister knew it; and Mr. Buck always paid ‘that 
aitention to my sister at his parents house, that he did at ours. 

Q. Am I to understand from that, that oF have Lae at 
his Father’s house with your sister ? 


A. Yes,'I have. | 
Q. And was his behaviour wail his father’s a 


description such as a man would adopt towards a woman to 
whom he was paying his addresses ? | 

A. Yes.” | 

Q. What is his father ? 

A. A Tailor. 

Q. Did you see him after the 11th of Apel? a 

_ A. Yes, at the Church meeting on the 22nd. 

2. Did you ever learn from Mr. ; Been, the Defendant, 
when— 

Lord Chief Justice Dallas. She says theye was a Church 
meeting on the 22nd of April; she has not eo whether he 
was there or not. 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. She says she saw him at that 
meeting. 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. 1 leave that short—Did you ever learn 
from Mr. Buck, what the day was to be when he proposed 


marryiig your sister ? 
A. The day after he asked her permission to pay ‘bis 


| addresses to her, I heard him tell her he wished to be mar- 


— — 


Note 30. A_-little mistake appears here to been fallen into. 
Previous to Nov. 1818, and while Mrs. C. was in the country, my 
mother once drank tea with Miss C. as a member of my ehurch ; and 
after Mrs. C.’s return, my mother once drank tea under like circum- | 
stances. My father,up to the date mentioned, had never seen Mrs. C.’s 
house, Since Nov. 1818, my mother has never been in Mrs. C.’s 
dwelling ; but my father has three times, once to tea, and twice op my 
account, as stated in Note 7. This once to tea was in the beginning 
of'March. Be it observed, Mrs. C. was never invited to our house, — 
though on several occasions she came unasked. From this statement — 
the nature of the intimacies between the families may be easily CORe 


ceived. 
Note 31. The date of such visits would have been useful I defy a 
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rjed in three months, and if possible on his birth-day, which I 
believe is the 24th of February.” 
_ Q. That was said in November, soon after the commence- 
ment of their acquaintance.—Did you ever hear him say at 

the Church meeting, or at any other time, no matter when; 

whether he had fixed the day of his marriage for any parti- 


\A. He said at the Church meeting, that he desired my 
sister to fix it before the Gth of May. | 
Q. And did you learn from him at that time whether any 
day had been fixed ? Els. 4 
A. Yes, the 13thof April, 
Mr. Serjeant Pell. Now, with your Lordship’s leave, I 
will read that letter of the date of the 12th of April, and then 


that completes this part of the case. 
The Letter was read, as follgws. 


28, Arundel Street, 
Monday, April 12, 1819. 


dear Mary Ann, 

---- Having most fully considered the matter of our 
proposed union, I must state to you my conviction that Iam 
in the path of duty, in not only delaying that event, but in 
discontinuing my visits altogether, and this letter is designed 
to convey my determination. As you may justly demand 
reasons for my thus acting; 1 would request your attention 
to the following, and do hope they will fully justify me in 
your eyes, though the fact may cause you pain. First, my 
father’s absolute negative. Secondly,—Your mottier’s con- 
duct throughout our acquaintance. Thirdly,—The impos- 
sibility of the union of our families, from what has occurred. 
Fourthly,—My friends’ unwillingness to receive you in love’ 
into their family. Fifthly,—Our mutual circumstances tot 
being such as to justify an unien eitherin regard to our 
respectability or comfort.  Sixthly,—The circumstance of 
my debts in India, which my father is now liquidating, but 


— 


— 


Note 32. I am sorry that such an instance of my want of feeling 
_ for the peculiar circumstances Miss C. was placed in by my speaking 
on such a subject, on the second day of our acquaintance, and in the 
presence of a witness, should have been sworn to’so absolutely; be- 
cause I am hereby hindered from denying it. But I may remark, how 
unpleasantly the Plaintiff was circumstanced at so earlyia period; to 
have so delicate a subject spoken of, in presence of a third person! 
her delicacy was no doubt hurt, and the blush of shame alone revealed 
- the confusion of her mind. Young men should take warning from this 
sad. eaposé, not, on the second day of courtship, to fix a day for maarri- 
within presence or hearing of a witness’) 
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(Addressed) 


which I could not expect-his doing while.opposing his will. 
And Lastly, the evident interposition of the. Lérd’s hand, as 


believe. im answer to prayer, staying us when we shoul: 


otherwise have certainly gone forward,—I thought it better : 
candidly to state at once what is in my mind; and I do hope 
the Lord will strengthen you in trial; and overrule this pro- 


vidence to your soul’s good and mine. 


affectionately, your Friend, 


Miss Curling, 20, Woodstock Street, 

Cross-examined, by Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. 

Q. Your sister is your eldest sister, 

A. Yes. | 

Q. Your first acquaintance, I suppose, with Mr. Buck was 
in conSequence of attending his ministry. 

A. Yes. 
_ Q: And believe it was in that situation that your sister 
fornted an attachment for him! 

A. I do not know ; my sister never expressed any opinion ; 
neither can I tell you whether she had any attachment for 
_ Q. Do you mean to say that your sister did not desire it 
to be communicated to him, the Defendant, that she had 
formed an attachment to him ?—Be a little careful, because 
you know what I am alluding to—Did_ not your sister desire 
it to be communicated to him, that she really had an attach- 


tent to him ? 


A, My sister did not wish it to be communicated to him... 
Q,. Do you mean to declare that upon your oath ¢ a 
A. She never expressed that wish to me.” ergy 

' Q. Did not she express that wish to you, and desire you. 


- to communicate it to Mr. Buck, or any common friend of 


both 2 


, N ote 33. This answer demands consideration. ji. ‘t 
Note 34. I cannot help expressing my surprise at this part of the 


evidence; the following being the statement of my sister; who waited 


in Court during the trial, in expectation of being called forward as a 
witness in my defence. November 4th. the following conversation 
took, place between Miss Curling and Miss Buck. | | 

Miss C. You are very fortunate in having a sweet-heart,@ very 


Miss B. Replied, she thought Miss C, had one too. 


—~Q Did you never desire a Mr. Cox to mention it ¢ 

A. No, I did not* 

Q. Do you mean_to say, that neither to Mr. Cox, nor ‘to 
any other person, did you ever, at your sister’s desiré, e 
press a wish that it might be communicated to Mr. Buek , 
that your sister was in love with him ? 

A. No. 

‘Q. You swear that 

Q. And you have no reason to know now, that your sister 
ine the first to communicate to Mr. Buck her attachment to 
him? 

A. bh I have n no reason to know it. Mr. Cox asked me, 


‘Miss C. Said, she had had four ; but that she was then not so happy 
as Miss B. ; for she loved one who did not love her, and that it was oue 
of the church. 

Miss B. then asked her. who was the man, and mentioned two young 
_ men whom she thought likely. Miss C. said it was not either of them, 
wine B. Then said, there is only my brother left ; surely, it can’t be 

m. 
Miss C, Replied, « Its’ no use my saying who, when you have said if; 
. and added, “ Can’t you tell your brother ?” 

_ Miss B. ’ Answered, No; I do not know how to manage that, 

Miss C, Said, it could be done without telling him that she had 
mentioned it; and said, “‘Can’t you get him to speak to me beforel go 
out of Town ?” she also said, * do you think Jolin loves me ¢” 

» Miss B. Said, No, she was sure he did not then. 

Miss C. will no doubt remember these particulars, The same 
evening, after drinking tea in Woodstock Street, Miss C. called Miss 
_B. out of the room, and begged her to get her brother to speak before 
she went out of town. Also, -Get your brothey to go with us to the 
Ark to-morrow; do get him to,go ; for I should like to know whether he 
likes me, before I go out of town. 

Nov. 5. By 10 in the morning, Miss C. and! Miss A. C. were in 
Arnndel Street. Amelia C. asked Miss B. to take an opportunity of 
leaving Plaintiff and Defendant alone; for that Mary Ann had been 
awake all night, having made up her mind that E Buck would — 


to her. 
. Plaintiff asked Defendant to go to the Ark: htat first declined, but 


afterwards consented to go. 

After surveying the Ark; all the party except Plaintiff and Defen- 
dant (who remained below) went upon deck. Miss B. afterwards went 
down the stairs ; and Miss C. immediately went up to her, and said, 
‘* He has spoken to me and kissed me. I am tlije happiest girl alive, 
and shall be your sister by marriage, as well as in the Lord.” 

‘Miss C. I have no doubt will remember all this. I need only say, mv 

sister is ready, if it be demanded of her, to swear to each and every of 
the particulars. 

Note 35. Mr. Cox was in Court.—Is itnots sjrange, that he was not 

called by the Plaintiff's Counsel? His testimpny would have corro- 


borated my sister's statement! 
{ D 
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whether my sister was engaged to any gentleman. He said, 
he knew Mr. Buck was extremely partial to her, and he had 
been obliged to go to Brighton in October to cool his passion, 
thinking she had treated him so indifferently™, e 
(Some persons were heard clapping their hands.) : 

Lord Chief Justice Dallas. 1f any person disturbs, or 
interrupts, by clapping, the business of the Court, it is 
contempt, and an interruption of the proceedings, and they 
will be committed ; and therefore I desire silence will be 
kept by every person here, 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. Repeat what you said. 

A. Mr. Cox asked me, whether my sister was engaged to 
any gent'eman. I replied, No. He said, he knew, Mr. Buck 
was extremely partial to my sister, and was, in consequence 
of that, obliged to go to Brighton in the month of October in 


order to suppress a passion he had for her. I then said, 


that [had every reason to believe that she had no passion 
for him, no more than a friend. | 
Q. When did this conversation take place between you 


and Mr. Cox ? | 


A. On the 2nd of November— Monday, the 2nd of Novem- 
ber, 1818.” 

Q. Then it cannot he, that your sister was going out of 
town in order to avoid the uncomfortable feeling of meeting 
him ; having no reason to suppose he was attached to her ? 

A. She was going out of town, but not for that reason ; 
she was going down to Suffolk to see my brother, and stay 
a short period. 

Q. Not assigning as a reason, that she was in that unhappy 


situation of not having her love returned ? 


Note 36. I never had any such conversation with Mr. Cox At the 
time I was at Brighton, a single favourable thought concerning Miss 
C. had never crossed my mind. My journey to, and stay at, Brighton » 
was at the desire of my oculist; my eyes being, much impaired, as 
they still are, by long residence in a hot climate. Mr. Cox denies ever 
having spoken of my supposed affections to Miss Curling. 


Note 37. Whence this precision in dates? I will explain it: Mrs. 
Curling has noted, in her pocket-book, every call made by me at ther 
house, the tenor of every conversation held with her daughter, the diffe- 
rent innocent familiarities which are said to have taken place at my 
visits. By this pocket-book, Mrs. C. can actually tell any body, if not 
every time, yet, certainly the first time, I saluted her daughter. Do | 
mothers of families usually keep sucha diary? neither, { may say, 
are daughters usually so communicative of their little secrets to their 
parents. Are no traces of a deep-laid plot discernible in such a com- 
pendium? To remove doubts, as to the existence and contents of such 
a bookyit may be needful to say, that it has beeu seen by many indi- 
viduals; one of whom was in Court to swear to the fact. 
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A. I never understood it was for that reason. "e 
Q. And you mean to declare, upon your oath, that Mr. 
Buck was the first to mention his affection to your sistef ; 
and that your sister never first desired that. her attachment 


to him might be declared ? | " 
A. To my knowledge. 
Q. ig have no reason to know that it was'so at all? - 
Q. I believe you had the misfortune to loSe your father 
ten years ago. | : 
| 
What line of life was ‘he in? 
A. He was a tailor? 
~Q. And had the misfortune to leave your mother in very 
poor circumstances ? : 
A. My father had been in a decline for six years ; there- 
fore, it could not be expected he left my mother in such af-  _ 
fluent circumstances as many people might have wished. 
~ Q. You had the misfortune to be left in very poor cir- 


cumstances ? 

Q. So much so, as to be assisted by the parish after his 
death ? | | | 
A. I do not know.” 


— 


Note 38. It is quite possible, that this matter of fact, as well as Mrs. 
C.’s:having her taxes begged off repeatedly, may have been kept from 
the family. Iam willing to allow, that much, very mich credit is due 
to Mrs. C, for the way in which her family is brou ‘ up; and that 
man would only expose: his folly, who would say she gas criminal for 
being poor, ‘The reason for these questions being pigrosed was, that 
the real state of the case, contrasted with the gloss she put upon her 
ci’‘cumstances, might prove how I have been imposed upon. 

At my first visit to Mrs, C. she (herself introducing the conversation) 
told me, she could not give her daughter a fortune. She stated, how- 
ever, at the same time (as she said, to release my mind from the impres- 
— sion that J was entering into an unequal family), that her husband was a 
most respectable man ; that the profits of her present business enabled 
her to expend £400 a year ; that she worked forseveral branches of the 
Royal Family (mentioning the Queen and Princess Elizabeth) ; that the 
rent and taxes of the house she then occupied were £100 a year; that 
she had just paid 3001. for the lease and repairs of the same house; that 
her property was principally in the funds ; though she had one house, 
beside the one in: which she resided, in Woodstock Street, and one in 
George Street; that her father had just presented £300 to her;. and 
_ thaton his demise (and he was above 80) the leases of eight or nine~ 

houses would descend to her, as his only child. 

At after-times, she made it appear to me, not-in so many words, but 
implication such as: could not mistake, that she was the pensioned 
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Q. Have not you heard your mother say so? 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. \s that evidence? | Spd 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. Do you know the fact, whether 
your mother was in the habit of receiving parish relief? 

A. I never was with her. | : 

Q. You live in St. George’s ? 

A. Atpresentwedo. 

Q. How long have you lived there ? 

About two years. 

Q. Were you present at any time when your mother re- 
presented her circumstances to Mr. Buck? | ay, 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. Unless the Plaintiff was present, I 


object. 


Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. .Have you never been present 
with your mother and the Plaintiff, when your mother’s situ- 
ation in pomt of property has been discussed, and what 
portion she would give with her daughter ? | 

A. I have heard my mother say, she had not been able to 
look after houses so much as Mr. Buck wished her, in con- 
sequence of her not being able to give a portion to my sister?” 


widow of a naval surgeon ; that her husband had left her considerable 
property in the Rock Assurance ; that her present were by far her 
worst days ; for that when she was married it was quite as a lady : her 


friends would not have allowed her to marry had not that been the — 


case. 

She gave eight pounds to our building fund; at the time of giving the 
last four of which, she said to my father, that she had just been selling 
some stock ; therefore called with her donation. At another time, she 
offered to lend our Church £300 ; if it could beinsured to her by my | 
father, and replaced in the same stock when repaid. I ask any un- 
biassed person, whether such statements and representations were not 
calculated, nay designed, to deceive me ? So far as I can learn, Mr.C. 
was never more nor less than a journeyman tailor; that Mrs. C, for 
the first three years of her widowhood, received parish support; that 
one of her children, if not more, was educated in one of the parish 
schools ; and thet, in a word, all their present appearance of respecta- 
bility has been put on since theirfirst attending my ministry. = =§ — 

Note 39. What kind of an answer is this to the question proposed ¢ 
It was, surely, rather forcing in a word than answering the question. — 
When Mrs. C. stated this to her daughter, she asserted an untruth. 
never requested Mrs. C. to lookafter ahouse. 

, Mrs.C. did, within a week of my first acquaintance with her a 
ter, say “ how happy you will be when married ! Mary Ann will make 
an excellent minister’s wife.” She also spoke to me of a ready-furnish- 
ed lodging in Portland Street, at a guinea a week, which she as ag 
{ should take as an economical mode of living when first married ; she 


also, through her daughter Mary Ann, informed me of a house in Thorn- 


haugh Street, which would, she said, be very convenient, being —_ : 
furnished. In all these eases, the propositions came from Mrs.. 
not from me. | 
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Q. Do you mean to say, she did not represent to Mr. 


‘Buck that she would give her a portion 2 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Have you never understood from your sister, that Mr. 
Buck was to have a portion with her ? 

A. My sister informed me, that she told Mr. Buck she 
had no portion. | 

Q. You mean to say, your sister never paps sek you, that 
your mother had engaged to give Mr. B. a portion with her ? 

A. No, she never informed me that. 

Q. You do not know that? 

A. No. 

Q. Then you do not know that the marriage went off on 


that account 

A. No, Ido not. - 

“ ahs Serjeant Pell. The letter does not stafe any such 
thing. 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. Do you not know, from your 
sister, that your mother had promised to give him £100, and 
that she made an excuse for not doing it afterwards ? 

A. My sister never informed me any thing of the sort. 

Q. Did your mother never r inform you in the prenence of 


your sister 


A. No. 
Q. Do you mean that you do not know that ? 


' A, My motiger never informed me in the presence of my 


sister, and my sister never informed me. 


Q. Then you do not know it? fe 
A. I donot know that it was promised i in the cal taelliaas 


Q. Do not you know that the marriage was suspended on 


that account ¢ 
A. No, I do not hiiow that the marriage was suspended 


on that account. 
Q. Do not you know your mother went to Winchester, 


‘ alledging she was going for the money ¢ 
A. My mother went to Winchester to ask my grandfather 


if he would give my sister £100." 
' Q. Look at this letter for a moment, and tell me whose 


hand-writing it is. (Handing a letter to the witness,) 


Note 40. Does it not, by fair iafininnes in almost all the reasons 
given? 

Note 41. All this evidence, eliciting the matter of the £100. claims 
much attention. Did all things go on well while the Mother was at 
Winchester? did A. C. never eall on my sister, tosay, Mary Ans was 


ill, and to ask the reason of are B. not visiting here 


- 
¢ 
md 
q 
« 
& 
3 
i 
+ 
a 


46 
Mr. Serjeant Pell. 1s that a letter of the Plaintiff's ? 


Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. 1 ask, whether she knows the hand- 
writing of that letter. What objection i is there to that ? 


Mr. Serjeant Pell. None. 


Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. Whose hand-writing is that letter, 
_ you need not read it, you know your Mother's hand-writing ? — 


A. This is my Mother’s hand-writing. 

Q. Is this your Mother’s hand-writing ? ? (handing another 
letter to the Witness. 

A. Yes, it is.” 


Q. Then I am to understand: from you, that you do not — 


know from your Sister, or your Mother in the presence of your 


_ Sister, that the match went off because your Mother would 


not give the 1001. she had promised ? 

A. No. Inever understood any thing of the sort. 

Tam to understand to be answer, upon your 
oa 

A. Yes. 

Q. Or that there were any differences or disputes about 
sibat was to be paid on the marriage, as her portion ? 

A. No. I never heard any dispute upon the subject.” 

_Q. And never was aware of any dispute till I mention it 
now 


A. Yes; I have lneed there have been disputes, but I - 


have not been witness to any. 

Q. I ask, whether you do not know from four sister, and 
from your mother in the presse’ of your sister, that there 
have been such disputes ? | 


A. No, I do not know either-way : merely by nry mother’ 


privately telling me; not in the presence of my sister.“ 

Q. Is your mother here ? 

Q. Did you go with them to the Ark ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I believe the Ark was a veseel i in the river, where the 
cae pag for the purpose of religious worship ? 

A. Yes 


Note 42. These betters: will be found in Note 7. They state the 
refusal regarding the money. 

Note 43. Compare this answer with Mr. Adams’s evidence, who was 
comparatively a stranger at their house. Note 67. 


Note 44. Itis evident, from this confession, though it is not viewed 


_as legal evidence, that A, C. knew of disputes. 


Note 45. And why not at this moment put into the witness box’ 
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 Q. And I believe that your sister eeree to go there 


with Mr. Buck ? 
A. My sister had mentioned it was her intention of going : 


she did not say when. 


Q. Did not she solicit Mr. Buck to go with her? 
A. No, she did not.% | 
Did you hear herask Mr. Buck’s sister to him to go? 
No, I did not hear any thing of the kind. | 
Q. You did not hear his sister express a wish to Mr. Buck, 
on the part of your sister, that Mr. Buck would pay his ad- 


dresses to her 


A. No. 
Q. You did not hear any thing of the sort on the may you 


went to the Ark ? 


A. No.” 

Q. You went to the Ark? 

A. 

Q, When was it you went to the Ark together 3 

A. The 5th of November. 7 

Q. That I think you mention as the date of the proposal: P.. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you understand it was in the Ark the proposal 
was made ¢ 

_A. No, 

Q. Have you ever heard your sister speak of that ? 

A. No; 1 did not hear her say so. 

Q. Do you remember their being left alone in the Ark? ? 

A. They might be—Miss Buck, his ate requested me 
to come up, and walk upon deck. 

_Q. And leave them below 2 

A. Yes. | 

Q. And you took the hint that Miss Buck gave you, and 
came up, and left them below ? : 

A. I did not consider it a hint—she asked me if I would 
wish to walk upon deck? © | 

Q. You knew what it meant? 

A. No, I did not. | 

Q. Do you mean to say, you did not knobe it was to give 
them an opportunity to speak to each other? 

A. Whether the hint was intended for that I do not know; 


but.I did not go away for that purpose. 


i 
j 


© — 


Note 46. How could Amelia Curling know m2 her: sister: may 
have said to me, or others? See the testimony of Perr Note 35, 


on this point. 
Note 47. See Note 35. 
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Q. Did pot you. know that the object was to a Private 
meeting, when the other friends were not present ? peat 

A. Yes, I might have considered it so at the time,“ | 

Q. You did consider it so? 

A. I might. : 

Now we will come to the. church-meeting. 

enever there are any differences, or any imputations on 
he character of any of the parties in that assembly or con- 
gregation, they are referred to what you call a aie 


_A. Their conduct is brought before the church meeting.” 


_ Q. So that if Mr. Buck had behaved ill, or your sister 
their conduct would be canvassed, according to the rules yi 
the society, in their church-meeting ? 

A. Yes. 

.Q. Was not that Church-meeting called for the purpose 
of canvassing the conduct of these parties? 

A. Yes.“ | Chae 

Q. At that meeting you attended ? i am ahh 

A. I was present.” 

-Q. Then you knew it was there taken into consideration, 


whether Mr. Buck was or was not justified in determining the 


connexion—that was discussed there ? 

A. No, it was not discussed, whether Mr. Buck was to 
discontinue his visits, or not. 

Q. Was it not discussed, whether Mr. Buck bad or had 
not used your sister ill, in breaking off this connexion? ,_ 

A. It was in consequence of that the church-meeting was 
called. Hearing my mother was displeased with Mr. Buck, - 
it was called forward on his religious conduct ; not metely to 
decide the point. 

Q. But the meeting was called for the very purpose of | 
considering and hearing what Mr. Buck had to say, wiy he 
abandoned this young woman, that he professed to admire, 
and was about to marry ? | ’ 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many members might be present at that meeting’ 
About five and thirty, were there not? 


— 


Note 48. This answer is scarcely intelligible after the ve diiedlile 
questions and answers. 

Note 49. To canvass my conduct alone, in consequence of Mrs. C. 
having inflamed almost all the members of the church against me by 
her mis-statements, 

Note 50. The ome was present also. 
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49 | 
A. I think about that number.” 

Q. And it was put to the vote of the assembly ? 

A. Yes; Mr. Buck brought forward a statement of many 


reasons against my sister. | 

Mr Serjeant Pell. Was it in writing K4 

A, Yes,” | 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. 1 do not want to enter into the 
detail of what passed there ; my question is this : whether a 
large majority of that meeting, not less than twenty-five, did 
aot come to the resolution, that Mr. Buck was justified in 


determining that connexion? 
A. According to the statement that he tial brought against 


My sister, | 

Q. Were not witnesses examined: and were not all parties 
heard ? Did not your sister make her statement 2 

A. No, she said nothing—my mother appeared for her.* 
Mr. Serjeant Peil. It appears, upon this cross-examina- 
tion, according to the testimony of this young person, that 
Mr. Buck’s statement was in writing. Does not your Lord- 
_ ship think that ought to be produced? — 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. If we were to go into the par- 
ticulars, an try the question, it would be very proper to 
have all that passed. All that I want upon the subject (and 
which I am quite at liberty to ask. without that statement) is, 
that a meeting being called for'this express purpose, a reso- 
lution was come to, “and what that resolution was. 

Lord Chief Justice Dallas. We have got that ; he was jus- 
tified according to the statement he brought. — 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. Then we should see that. 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, What the statement was, at 


present does not appear. ; 
Mr. Serjeant Pell, ‘Then I will take my Lord's opinion 


upon it. 
Lord Chief Justice Dallas. You object to it 2 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. Yes, without they pyoduce the state- 
mept—unless it is produced, and made p77t of my learned 


friend’s case; then we shall see what the ‘easons are, and 


what the statement is. _ | 


‘Note 51. By the Church Book I find 41 were Scilues at the com- 
-mencement; though, on account of the lateness of the hour, 37 only were 


present to vote. 

Note 52 I spoke from notes only, because of dates. I did notread 
my defence. | 

Note 53. Has not the witness fallen into an unintentional mistake, 


in saying that her sister did not a sit Will the Plaintiff say the same 


thing ? | 
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not be entered into any more. 
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jeant Vaughan, My question: : whether 


Mr. 

whit was ecided at that meeting was not. decided upon a 
of all. parties, your motheraud your sister?. 

Serjeant. Pell. That. still does not sicer of. 


.. Lord Chief Justice Dallas. 1 think, if the statement was 
im writing, that ought to|be produced... 


Mit. Serjeant Vaughan... Your. Lordship. 
ask, the resolution ofthe meeting. . My: only objection to 
it is, that it will lead was done at that 
meeting. 
coat Chief Justice Dallas, That seems to be the very 
reason why your question should be excluded at -present, 
because we can only judge when we have all beforeus. 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. It is for that very reason ‘I raise my 


objections. I my learned friendito produce it. 
Serjean submit; as it has been 
by my es fri 


Chief Justice Dallas. That makes: no 
You know it has very recently happened, that,evidence was 
endeavoured to be introd because it was. opened; and 
Lord Chief Justice Abbots 1d, I have. nothing: to do with 
what has been Lamt o-watch the evidence. | 

‘Mr Serjeant Vaughan, . ‘The church-meeting was introv 
duced ; and:] wanted to that there was.a 
favour of Mr. Buck. " 

Lerd Chief Justice Dallas. And: you 
me, in the result)of this: cause, that a Church , atthe 
head of which is the minister, with all the influence that be- 

s to his situation, is to supersede the a. 

Serjeant Vaughan. \never advanced propo-”" 
sition.— Were any witnesses examined af this Ch urch mci beet 


Q. Were any observations mace by your mother upon t the n 


A. My mother began'to state the falsity of many of the 
statements ; but the majority made a noise, and said it should — 


Q.. Did not your mother speak for two hours at this” 


Note $4, See this matter fally answered cant 
cai: Bak where, from evidence, it is’ was 
bat Mr. Addams, Note 58. 
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. Q. Anhourand a half, perhaps? 
A. She’ did: not: the time my mother spoke’ was before 
‘Buck began to-read: his statement: it'was'a very short 
_.»Q- Did any body else on your sister's side speak? was ‘not 
_ there a gentleman who took up her interest? | 5" 
'-A. They might havé made their remarks, but no farther 
Just cast your eye on th 
are your sister's*writing 


[handing several letters to the Witnéss,] 
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_ Note 55. This Church meeting was called by the managers, at several 
days notice, Mrs. C.having previously been waited upon. The meeting 
assembled at 8 o'clock. There were present 41 members, the total num- 
ber in communion being 54. So that it was not a packed meeting of my 
friends, as Mrs. C, has represented it to have been, Mr. Adams, at my 
proposition, took the’chair. He introduced in a most artful and inflam- 
matory way the business of the evening. I particularly requested, be- 
fore Mrs, C, rose, that no interruption should be giyen to any speaker ; 
and applied to Mrs. C. to know if she wished any assistance from the 
brethen? Mrs. C. made her charges from paper,and in aspeech of above 
an hour: not one word of interruption was given. To this I pledge 
my oath; and I.can.be contradicted by all the members, if) I — 
falsely. I replied to Mrs, C.’s statement from notes, in about 


warters of an hour, being six times interrupted by Mr. Adams; so | 


at at last several members called him to order. Mrs. C. replied, 
that all I said was a Lire. Miss C. the Plaintiff, then spok 


aug 
said, 


was A LIE from beginning toend. _. 
The question was then put: Whether the church thought me jus- 
tified or not? Mr. Adams and other friends of Mrs. C. tried by 
clamour to adjourn the meeting ; urging, that from the lateness of ‘the 
hour some members had left. I replied, that some decision. ought 
to be come to.. It was then decided by vote, that a division should 
take place, on the question of my justification: it was at this time that. 
Mrs. C. was staye 
numbers for Mr. Buck were, 26 ; inst him, 11. 
The motion carried is thus recorded:— | 
“ Resolved, By MAJORITY (26 TO 11,) THAT THE CHURCH DO JU 
TIry Mr. Buck, IN BREAKING OFF THE CONNECTION.’ | 
A second church-meeting was held April 29, to cor ‘ 
conduct in the business ; when, by a majority of 21,to it was deter- 
mined, that she should be susperided fromthe privilege. the church. 
All who had voted against me previously were present _- this meeting, 
and several of them voted against her. 
Ata meeting of the Church (now 85 in number,) hel@sDecember 7, 
1819, in Conséquénce of this trial, the Chareh—Resolyggy THAT THEY 
DID MOST CORDIALLY APPROVE THE moral conduct oF ¥ 
THROUGHOUT THIS TRANSACTION.—And, in testimony t 


GAL EXPENCES, INCURRED IN THE DEFENCE. 


ese, and tell me Whether they. 


e,and demanded 
er meeting ; after this Amelia C, said, that what Mr. Buck ‘had 


from continuing to ‘urge her objections.. The 


PasTOR  . 
their appro-- 


bation, spotitarieously détermined on DEFRAYING THE NECESSARY 
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i | Mr. Serjeant Pell. We will save you all trouble: there is 

no doubt they are allhers. 
- Q. Who is this Mr. Cox that my friend has been asking | 


ag you about ? 
a | A. He was a friend of Mr. Buck’s, introduced to our family 
by Mr. Buck. | 
Q. Have you seen him here to-day? 
| A. I saw him this morning walking in the Hall. | 
: Q. Just tell me who the party were that went to the vessel 
ae. in the river, the Ark, as it is called: of whom did the party 
| consist ? | | 
if | A. Two of Mr. Buck’s sisters (Mrs. Williams and Miss 
iF Buck,) Mr. Cox, myself and Mr. Buck. —_ 
7 Q. Was your mother there ? 
2 Lord Chief Justice Dallas. Wave we got the date of this 
Mr. Serjeant Pell. It is the mecting at a vessel called 
the Ark. 
Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. it wasthe 5th of November, 
Lord Chief Justice Dallas. 1 want the date of the | 
Mr. Serjeant Pell. When was the Church-meeting ? 
A. The first Church-meeting after the business left off, 
was the 22nd of April. | 
Q. Without going into any further particulars, unless wy ) | 
a learned Friend thinks fit so to do, was it your mother, or - | | 
Hi : our sister, that said many of the charges were false? ~_ 
4 | | | A, My mother did. 


Q. And there was a great noise, you say, and she could not 
be heard ? 
A. She began to speak, but so many said it should not be | 
rt brought before the Church-meeting again, that she did not | | 
Q. And there were no persons examined as witnesses to J 
|i show the truth of what was said ? 
Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. Will your Lordship ask, whether 
that was after the vote was passed | 


Note 56. This question is worthy of much consideration ; it solves 
every word of what had been said in respect of confusion. Members 
of a church well know, that when oncea matter is fairly and fully 
settled, it is not usual to allow the minority thejright of going over all. 
the groundagain, It will be known also to church members, that it 1s. 
not usual to call witnesses ; the whole being of a family nature. 
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Len Chief Justice Dallas. No, 1 I will not : 1am perfect- 
ly astonished to hear such a thing brought forward. 
“Mary Daw sworn. 
Examined by Mr. Goulburn. 
Q. I believe your mother is the at the chapel 
where Mr. Buck preaches? 
A. My mother has been dead seven years. 
She was the pew opener 
A. No. 
Q. Are you the pew-opener ? 2 
A. No. 
Q. You know the Plaintiff, Miss Curling 9 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you known her? | 
A. I have known her by person about six years. 
Q. What is your Father? 
A, Heisa Tailor. 
Q. Is he a pew opener at this chapel? ? 
A. Not at this time, nor ever was.*** 
Q. You said you had known em Plaintiff for six years, I 


think ? ? 


A, Yes. 
Q. How long have you a the Defendant, ‘Mr. Buck ? 


_ A. IT heard him preach once at Mr. Keeble’ s, in Blandford 
Street, I cannot say how long it was ago. It was in September _ 
I went to hear him at his own place. | 
Q. Do you remember, inthe month of December, [1818] 
Mr. Buck drinking tea at your fother's house? 
A. Yes, he did. | 
Q. In December last? 
A, Yea,” 
Q. Was the Plaintiff, Mary _ Curling, there also ?_ 
‘A. No. 
-Q. Did he talk to you at all about the Plaintiff, MissCurling ? 
A. He said to my father 
Q. In your presence ? 
A. Yes—-he said, you know Miss I believe 2” 
and | my father said, ‘ yes.” He says, ‘‘ 1 intend to marry 


| her.” 
Q. Go on, and tell us all the Leavecuiitiies that took place 


on that occasion, | 
A. There was no further conversation then, until he was 
going away; then he wanted to see me, and he said he 
would call again on the Saturday. 
Q. Did he say, thing about Miss Curling 


56*. He was pew-opener for several fear at Mr, Keeble’s Chapel, | 
in Blandford Street. 
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; church-meeting. I began to tell him 
Q. Confine yourself to any remark you made about ad- 


o4 


A. He oii, says he, “ and I will bring Miss Curling with 
me, if it is agreeable.” 

Q. You assented to that, I believe ? 

. I said, ‘‘ Certainly, Sir.” | 

@ Did he afterwards bring Miss Curling with him? 

A. On the Saturday following Miss Curling sent me a note, 

Q. In point of fact, did they at any time come to your 
house in company ? 

A. On the Friday following that, he came, and Deo 
Miss Curling, 

Q. They drank tea with you, I believe ? 

A. No, they came about seven o ‘clock. 

Q. How long did they remain ? | 

A. I suppose an hour, or an hour and a half. 

-Q. What was theirconduct to one another? Did they cil 


pear like persons who were about to be 
A. Yes. 


Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. There is no doubt upon that 


part of the case, that he intended to marry ber. 

Mr. Goulburn. Do you remember, on the 4th of April, 
being present when Mr. Buck administered the sacrament to 
yourself and the Plaintiff? | 

A. Yes. 

Q. What day was that ? 

_A. Tcannot say the day of the month, but it was 5 the first 


Sunday in the month. 


Q. This was on the 4th of April? 

A. It was the first Sunday in April. 

Q. Was Miss Buck present when the sacrament was ad- 
ministered ? 

A. She sat side by side with Miss Curling. 

_Q. Had she ber hand in the hand of the Plaintiff ? 

A; I saw it. 

Q. Do you remember, the Sunday after the church-meet- 
ing, seeing Mr. Buck? | 

A. Yes. 


Q. Did you make any remark to him, upon having ad- 


ministered the sacrament in this way? 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. What was that remark ? | 
A. Mr. Buck asked me my reason for opposing him at the 


ministering the sacrament. 
A. I said, ‘* Sir,” says I, ‘<Tcannot reconcile it to my 
mind ;” how he could to his conscience I could not tell. 
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Q. What? - 
A. That if Mrs. Curling and her dauightesi wete the cha- 


racters he represented them to the church-meeting to be, I 
could not reconcile it to my mind, (how he could *to- his 
conscience [ could not tell, ) that he should have administered 


- the sacrament to them so short a time before. I said, I be- 


lieve your intimate connexion with the family has been five 
months ; and he said, yes; and I said it is not two months 
yet since you received Mrs. Curling a member. I said, Sir, | 
says I, your second reason in ‘your letter of denial to Miss 


Curling. 
Q. What did you say to him about having administered the 


Sacrament ? 
A. I then said, Sir, says I, another thing is, how you 


_ could administer the ordinance to them only a fortnight ago 


to-night. 

& What did he make to that ? 

A. I said, Sir, on the day after you had so administered 
the sacrament to them, you forbid the banns, on the ground 
of their being such characters. On the day after he’ ad- 
ministered the ordinance to her, he erased the banns. 

Q. What did he say to that. ? | 

JA. He made no reply.” 

Cross-examination by Mr. Blosset. | 

Q. When he talked to you about opposing him at the 
church-meeting, how did you oppere Were youa mem- 
ber of the church-meeting ? 

A. Yes, I was. 


Q. Were you one of the thirty-five 2 2 | 
A. Yes: "I was one of the thirty-five present at the 


Church-meeting; and when the voice of the Church was to be 
taken, those were to stand up that were for him, and after- 
wards those who were against him. I stood up against him. 
Q. How many were there stood up with you ? 
A. I cannot say how many there were. 
Q. Were there more than nine out of the five and thirty ? 
A. I believe there were twelve. 
Q. Who was Chairman ? 


Note 57. This lamentable exposure of ignorance and superstition 
might have been spared. As the pastor of a Church, was I to with- 
hold the ordinance from a member on account of a private misunder- | 
standing ¢ ? Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, in his. speech, properly remarks on 
_ this part, that it was evidently adduced merely to inflame the reck- 


oning at the end, 
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A. Mr. Adams was called to the dhair by Mr. Buck sand 
the of the church was asked for 

Oe here any to his on in 
of Mrs. Curling ? | 

No. 

~Q How long did Mrs. Curling speak 2vabout two hours ? 

A. I donot think it was more than half an hour at the most. 

Q. How long has Mr. Buck had this chapel ? where is it 2 
“A. In Oxford Street, between Charles 60m and Dean 


Street. 
*°Q. How long has he been there ? ES 

A. He opened it on the 31st of January last. 

Q. Is ita new chapel or an old one ? 

A. It was formerly built for a school-room. 

Q. When did he open it ? 

A. The 31st of last January. | 

Q. Where had he been before ? 

“A. In Titchfield Street. 

Q. Have you been long acquainted with his Father? 

A. Ido not know that ever I saw him in my life. 

Q. You are not aware of Mrs. Curling receiving Parish 
relief ? 

A. Ihave heard of it. 

-Q. Have you not heard of it from the Plaintiff herself, Miss 


Curling? .. 
Q. do not know it of your own knowledge 
ag Do’you know of Mrs. Curling having any in 
wi | houses, or the Rock Insurance Company ¢ 
A. No. 
Q. never heard any thing of that kind? 
A. No. 
q Hy Q. Was she in a situation to spend three or four hundred 
a year ? 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know her Father at all? 
be A. Miss Curling’s ? 
| Mrs. Curling’s Father? 
Lae TR. No. 
Ni Mr, Serjeant Pell. My learned Friend wishes to ask 


Mr. Adams a question or two. 


— 


— 


Hi Weté 58. Let this testimony be fatty weighed. ‘And will any person 
say, that undue influence was exerted by me? Note57. | 
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Mr. Jesse Adams called again. 


Cross examination by Mr. Senjeant, Vaughan. 


~Q. We understand, you were at this meeting, and I. a 
in the chair ? 

A. Which meeting? | 

Q. The Church-meeting we have speaking ofp I 
think it was on the 19th of Aga: : 

Art 

-Q. Doxou know much of the Defendant’ s Somily, and their 
situation ? ¢ have you been long acquainted with him ? 

A. About a twelvemonth ago I became acquainted 
with him. 

Q. Was there much connection, or visiting, between you 
and the Defendant's family ? 

A. IT used to visit there occasionally. 

Q. You know the Defendant also ? 

A. Yes... 

Q. I believe you know he is in very narrow circumstances ? 

A. I have heard them say so, that he was involved. 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. That is no evidence, | 

Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, 1 want to know the fact?—we 
understand his father is a tailor, and has a larga faasliy 


A. Xes, 
Q. He had been in - another profession, when he came 


fromIndia®? 

A. Yes; I understood he was an Officer ‘ the army ; 
I have heard. it from his own moutb. 

Q. I believe you have heard of his having af 
of his own, Can you tell us whether that 
source of any profit to him at present # 

A. Not much at present. 

Q. Has he made £20 a year by it, in your ipewes ? 


ongregation 


‘has been a 


A. Perhaps not. I cannot say.” 
+ 


— 


_ 


Note 59. Mr. Adams was, until a few days before he was excluded, 
a manager of the Chapel, and knew every particular of the pecuniary 
concerns, And he well knows, that I have never received a shilling 
for preaching. He is also well aware that in his time, the receipts 
did not equal the expenditure, and that in consequence the chapel 
was considerably in debt. I shall here introduce the declaration of 
‘the Church, inserted in a Book presented to me by 1gPr) at our first 
Annual Church Meeting. 

“ This Work was unanimously voted by the Members of the Baptist 
Church meeting in Oxford Street, at their first anniversary, to their 
highly-esteeme astor, Mr. John Buck, as a small tribute of their 
approbation of his ministry, and gratitude for his crpeattons services 


_ the Pest year. August 11, 1819,” 
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58 
Q. Whatever profits have been made, have been applied 


40 the building of the Chapel? 


> A. As faras my knowledge goes, it has principally. _ 
_ Q.. Youdo not know of any property that he possesses ? 
A. Only what he anticipates from his Father. 
_Q. I believe you know that his-Father was averse to the 
A. Not until the very time of its being broken off.' There 
was every appearance to the contrary; he gave the fullest 
countenance and support to it, as far as common conversa- 
tion went. | 
Q:. Did you ever hear him express his approbation of it? 
A Indirectly.” | 
Q. What you call the fullest countenance and support, is 
A. No. 
Q. Hon have had the misfortune to be dismissed this con- 
on ? 
A. No 
Q. Have you dismissed them ? 
A. I left them. | | 
Mr. Serjeant Pell. | What has that to do'with this case? 
| Mr. Serjeant Vaughan. It shews the good-will he has to 
the Defendant. 
rape Serjeant Pell. You are subpenaed by the Phintiff? 
A. Yes. 
dMr. Serjeant Vaughan. You have left this society? 
. A. Yes, I have. a, 
Q. In consequence of some misunderstanding ? 


Persons desiring further information on this point may obtain it by 
application to either of the Deacons. , 

And as it has been falsely asserted that I have made the Chapel 
private property ; I deny the charge as unfounded, and as scandalous- 
ly malicious. e individuals spreading the report being well aware 
of the falsehood of their statements. ca 

Note 60. Let this evidence be candidly regarded. “ The fullest 
countenance.” “Indirectly.” I challenge proof and ask Mr. Adams, to 
charge his geet with a certain conversation of an opposite tenor 
held a short time before the trial with Mr. Edsall ? 

Note 61. Resolved,—That the following persons be separated from, 
for contempt of Church Order,.—Jesse Adams, John Dalliston, 

——Fairy, George Johnston, Richard Daw, Lydia Amelia Curling, 
Mary Ann Curling, Amelia Curling, Mary Dalliston, Mary Daw, 
Harriet Canvin, Lucy Johnston, Martha Fairy, and Mrs. Bright. 

" One of these 14 persons (Harriet Canvin) has since been re-united to 
the Church ; informing us of the artful means which had been emplo 
to get her to leave us ; and is now anhonourable member ot our come 
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_ A, In consequence of this affair, which is discussing wow, 

Q. You visit the Plaintiff's family ? 

Do not you ‘know from the Plaintiff, that was a 
Pie ate about the portion that was to be given by the mother, - 
and that the mother had refused to give the rs 100 she had 
promised ? 

“A. T believe’ there had been caballing about money 
matters from the very first outset of it. 

Q. And that caballing continued till the thing broke off? 

A. Yes, I believe it was wound up in that way, : 

Re-examined by Mr. Serjeant Pell. 

Q. You will confine yourself to what you know, and what 
you know as collected from the Plaintiff, or any fact you 
know ig First, you say you have left this society ¢ 

A. Yes 

~ Q. And left it in consequence of that which happened 
relative to this business 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you ever heard from the Plaintiff any thing with 
respect te money that was proposed to be given by her 
mother for her? Have you ever heard her say any thing 
upon the subject ? 

A. Not till since. 

Q. You may state, if you please; I have not the slightest 
objection, what you have heard her say. What sum was it? 

A, IT cannot charge my memory. I did not expect to be 
called here to give evidence, and I have no diary or Tnigute.” 

Q. What was the circumstance about the money ? 

A. I hardly know how to give my evidenee without going 
through the whole matter, from the beginning of it. 

Q. What have you heard the Plaintiff say upon the subject 
of any money to be given her when she married Mr. Buck ? 

A. I do not know that I can at this moment charge my 
memory with any thing particular that has come from the 

Plaintiff ; not till lately. 


Andrew Bearne sworn. 
Examined by Mr. Serjeant Pell. 


Q. Do you know Mr, Buck, the Defendant? — 


Note 62. Remember, this is one of the Plaintiff’s witnesses pro- 
fessedly averse to me, Was there no interruption, and quarrelling, 


before. April 12? Notes 29, 43, 44. 
Note 63. Fest, the witness had not heard till since the connection 


was broken off : and then, when pressed to speak, his memory fails ! 
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A. I know him no otherwise than hearing him preach. I 
have been in his company once, and but.once.__ 

Q. Are you acquainted with the Plaintiff, Miss Curling 2 

A. Iam no otherwise ianqpeinted with the Plaintiff than 
I am with the Defendant. 

Q. Do you remember hearing—(and confine yourself, if 
you please, simply to the questions I ask you)—the Defend- 


ant, Mr. Buck, say any thing of the Plaintiff and me charac- 


ter, een this bissiness had been broken off ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was it that you heard him stil of her ? 2 

A. I believe it was the 8th of June. 

Q. This last June ? | ; 

‘A. Yes: he said, that she was a pious, God-fearing young 
woman; that she was a spiritual gracious young woman.” 

Q. Any thing further about her ? | 

A. He said, he had heard several things against her monk 
character, but he did not believe a word of it. 

Mr. Serjeant Pell. ‘That is my case, my Lord. 


| “Note 64. y's these words were uttered with much emphasis, I do 
not mean by any remark to impeach the accuracy of the witness. But 


-J.ask those who know my peculiar pursuits, and the nature of my 
‘communications from the pulpit, whether the poveneetegy be such as [ 


usually employ ? 
That I have acknowledged, and do acknowledge Miss C, to be a 
Christian, is undoubted ; and I do sincerely ho - as a Christian, she 


may ‘ve led to mourn ‘over the aan that gospel precept, 
Cor. vi, 1—8. 
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Mr. Serjeant Vaughan 


“May it please your Lordship, 
Gentlemen of the J ury, 


Whatever may: be the’ issue of this Cause, F shall, as. 
representing the Defendant, be ready to acknoy edge my — 
obligations to the Counsel for the Plaintiff, | | calling 
the last witness. Recollecting, as I do, his . ti mony, 


flicted the keenest that woman can had 
aggravated his offence, and inflamed the damages, by 
basely attempting to detract from her character, when 
this trial was approaching. It was, indeed, most consoling 
and_ gratifying to my feelings, as his advocate, to hear, 
from the mouth of an adversary, that my client has, to 
the last, spoken of her character in the handsome, and 
almost flattering terms, which have been so recently 
described. I am sure you will agree with me, that itis. 
utterly: impossible, that Mr. Buck could ever haye, 
thrown out any reflection upon her character,” or,shaye. 
urged them, as a pretence, for breaking off this im- 
prudent connection; and that it was altogether uns, 
necessary for the plaintiff to come here, to cle herself 


Note 65. It may be proper to observe, that Mrs. Curling and the 
three persons employed by her, confessed that they were aware I had 
neter said a word in regard to the plaintiff, except on reports brought 
tome. They acquitted me of having vriginated any report. They went 
even further; for they acknowledged that they knewthe individuals from 
whom I received my information; and would cease from molesting » 
me, if I would give up their names ; this, of course, I could not do, I 
have the same concession in the hand-writing of Miss Curling. 
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: ; from any such imputations.” It is now proved, that there | 
oe is no foundation for that calumny upon my client; and 
‘i _ certainly it never was my intention or design, nor does 


it form any part of my instructions, to do otherwise than _ 
complete justice to the moral character of the lady. — 
Gentlemen, I hope I have too much feeling to say, 
that I entirely approve of all the defendant has done 
from the commencement to the termination of his inter- 
course with the plaintiff: far from: it;—hbut the first 
_ object, and [ have always had that feeling myself, is,.to me 
set the woman’s character straight ; and upon/the proof 
already exhibited, that object is fully accomplished; and 
my client stands, upon the plaintiff's evidence, com- 
pletely absolved from the sin (and I call it tle heaviest 
of sins) of attempting to steal away her character, after 
having previously robbed her of her affections. I there- 
fore dismiss this part of the case, under an assurance, | 
that we have nothing to answer on that subject, and | 
that her reputation is clear and unsullied. rt 
Now, Gentlemen, there are many of the topics of my- 
learned friend, to which I give my fullest and most cor- | 
dial assent. He has opened the case candidly ; and when’ 
he has spoken of a community of feeling between com- 
mon and special juries, he will allow me to add, there 
is a community of feeling between my learned friend © 
and myself on one of the subjects to which he has: , 
alluded. It does honour to his feelings, and I dare say 
we all agree with him, that nothing can be more mis- 
placed, or more. nauseous and disgusting, than. the 
Note 66, My declaration to Mr. Walker, Note 1. will prove this 
assertion. Whether the establishment of character was designed, or 
the gratification of malice, in defaming character, or the love of 
money, or the oppressing a young man who was previously known to 
be. mteh: involved, or the obtaining a needful supply to defray the 
expenses of the intended missionary voyage, Note 1. will. be variously 


construed, to the different circles in which shall be 
discussed, 7 
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introduction of the most sacred names, and ‘the “most 
solemn subjects, and the application of them, to’ the 
common occurrences of life. As far as I am called 
_ upon to express my opinion upon this gccasion, I disap- 
prove this use of them, and I regret that it has been 
thought necessary to advert to them; they are much better 
let alone.” Gentlemen, you have the feelings that are 
common to us all; and whether this case be tried by 
you, or by men in a higher condition of life, the measure 
__ of justice will be the same ; because,f know your feelings 
are the same; your sensibility to suffering as keen, your 
sense of wrong as just, and that you are if every respect 
as capable of estimating the injury this lady has sus- 
tained, as any other persons in the highest walks of life, 
_ Gentlemen, you will, however, administer justice tem-— 
perately ; you will not allow your minds to be inflamed 
_by ‘some of the topics which have been urged to you ; 
you will look at the case dispassionately. You will see, — 
first, whether the sulemn engagement has been made 
and broken; and I will relieve my learned friend from 
that part of thecase; for I admit, and I should be tri- 
fling if [held a different language, that there is enough to 
show that it has been made and broken. Therefore, the 
ground is narrowed to this simple point. What are,under 
_ the circumstances, the damages which you shall thmk it 
‘proper to assess, as applied to all the circumstances of 
Gentlemen, as a general position, I do admit, that a 
man most grossly misconducts himself, who enters into 
such an engagement and breaks it; it ought not. to be 
done but upon very great consideration, and with very 
good reason. Whether the reasons detailed to you are 
sufficient, depends upon all the circumstances of the 
case; and you must judge on the evidence you have 


Note 67. See Mrs. C.’s Letter, March 26,1819. Note7, 
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bedndptee I shall call none, ‘and I cannot complain after- 
wards. You are to take it on the evidence’ -you have 
‘heard; but no man can have heard this evidence, without 
being’ satisfied, that there is‘much behind which you‘are 
notin the possession of,” and that itis pregnant with some — 
#bservations ; and they appear to. be very plain; and 
hope they will be found out of 
the Plaintiff’s case. 
-Gentlemeu, yon have of the ‘com- 
-mencing in November, 1818, and continuing up to the 
month of April 1819; when it appears that it was broken 
off, after, as it should seem from one of the witnesses, the 
_ banns had been once actually published; and my learned 
Friend says, during the whole time there was a corre- 
spondence between the parties, breathing the same lan- 
guage and sentiments with which the writer was inspired 
in the'first letter addressed to the Plaintiff. It is re- 
markable, however, that nota letter has been introduced 
written in the intermediate time. If any such has been 
read,fit has escaped my attention ; and what is my obser- 
vation upon this part of the case ?—It is, that a fair and © 
full disclosure of the correspondence between these 
parties would have unrayelled and explained this seem-— 
ing mystery.” Indeed, if this. subject require any further 
éxplanation, I have only to refer to what has fallen from 
the last witness but one; who, when he was asked, whether 
there had not been a great deal of discussion and dis- 
pute about the money proposed to be given by the 
‘mother as the portion of her daughter, said, tobe 
sure, he did understand that there had been a good deal 
of caballing, from the outset, about money matters, 
which continued until the connection was broken off; and. 
that it ‘was off on that account. 


one 


N ote 68. This i is a tt Bais “te which the Plaintiff, and her mother, 
as well as her new adviser’s, are well aware of. | 
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Mr. ‘Sérjeant: Pell: He did not that from 


nothing of it from the Plaintiff till it was broken off, But 


when I am imputing, and when my client ‘has, ‘inthe 
letter which you have read to the Jury, stated,in express 
terms, as his second reasons, that it was owing to her 
_ mother's conduct throughout that he broke off the‘ con- 
nection, am J not in common justice intitled’ to’ ask, 
where is the mother 2?” Would any one believe, that she is 
at this: moment, and has been during the whole course of 
_ this most interesting investigation, standing at the’elbow 
ofher -younger daughter, was called ‘into the 
box, but has not the courage to submit herself to an 
examination which, it is more than probable, would have 
exculpated and excused, if not perfectly justified, my 
chent at her expence. If, indeed, she had the courage, 
it has by the more discreet my 


b Note 69. I cordially join in the remark, and ask for the production 
of all letters,—such a disclosure would hereby be made as to astonish 
the advisers of Mrs. C. see Note 7. 


Note 70. Had real justice been wanted, and a proper statement — 


of all’ the truth, who so proper as the mother to be adduced ?’ It will be 
objected to this remark—she was in Court, and mighthave been called. 
I suppose, the reason to have been, (for I at the time fully expected, that 
she and above 20 others, my witnesses, would have been examined) that 
an éxamination in chief, can only be to the main point; while the cross 
examination, which she feared, must have elicited matters which _s 
C.is,;no doubt, glad, to have continued in mystery. 

|, And-as many have asked me, why, if so many things be thee: were 
they not proved by witnesses as a defence? A reply seems needfol, It 
was a legal point, not a moral, which was being tried. The first was 
certainly against me and the urging, of the second would no doubt, as 
irritating the case, have greatly increased, rather than diminished, the 
damages. It was on that ground, I apprehend, no defenge was made : 
and if: the conclusion -be considered, the Plaintiff's case alone being 
_ heard, I surely have not PS cause to think I shall suffer materially 


n public estimation. 
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Learned ‘Friend, who, in the exercise of his sound 
judgment, aud with an excellent knowledge of human 
dealmg, most prudently thought fit to Shani from pre- 


senting her as a witness, lest I should elicit from her 


mouth, the very cogent and satisfactory reasons, which 
did weigh with my client to break off the connection ; 
and demonstrate to the world, (casting no imputations 


upon the moral conduct of the daughter,) that her (the 


mother’s) conduct, from the first to the last stage of the 
business, had been such a series of palpable and gross 
misrepresentations, (to use no harsh language) with res- 


pect to her own condition and circumstances in life, and 
the promised portion and future connections of her 


daughter, that he thought himself fully justified in de- 
clining and renouncing all further intercourse with the 
family for ever."—I have been placed in my learned 


friend's situation often, (a most unpleasant and painful 


dilemma) and have had to consider, and determine upon, 


the expediency of resorting to one or two distressing 


alternatives.—Shall I run the risk of calling a Witness, 
who, if she speak, will prove my adversary’s case; and 
if she prevaricates or struggles to suppress it, will make 


such a figure, that the jury ought not to believe her ; or, — 


by withdrawing her altogether, encounter the force of 
such observations as the Defendant's counsel may 
‘naturally be expected to make, on my not calling her?— 

Which is the greatest evil ? My learned Friend, knowing 
how little is to be dreaded from any observations of 


mine, prefers my commenting on the mother’s silence, to_ 


her evidence. He would leave important parts of this’ 
histbty unexplained, rather than that the Lady should 
her story. and . in so justify the Defendants. 


Note 71. The whole of this is waiter of fact, to which I am onde 
to swear it needful. Note 7. | 
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conduct. But, Gentlemen, allow me to say, that if. the 
vindication of character, or the attainment of impartial 
justice, be the objects. of this enquiry, the Plaintiff's 
family should speak the whole truth, as well as nothing 
but the truth ; and therefore, I had a right to expect 
from them, and I say you will expect from them,, that 


they should have put the mother into the box, and by 
| subjecting her to my cross-examination have challenged 
the fullest enquiry. As the guardian of her:daughter, 


having the care of her dearest interests, and the action 
being brought under her auspices and advice, surely, at 
least she should have manifested a desire, an earnest and 
anxious desire, to clear herself from the imputations of 
her being, if you please, the innocent or guilty occasion 
of this match, which was supposed to contribute to. the 
happiness of her daughter, being destroyed for ever, 
Is not this a fair observation? and I ask you, whether, 
though the younger sister was put into the box, to state. 
her knowledge, you can doubt that there was a serious 


_ dispute and disagreement about this settlement? I do 
not mean, that it was necessary that there should be a 


formal settlement, of the small sum which had been re- 
peatedly promised by the mother, as her portion, to be 
given with her daughter; but, whatever the condition in 
life of the parties may be, you will agree with me,, that 
whatever is promised should be performed! My client, 
having had a commission in the East India Company's 


~ service for a period of time, and quitted it in great em- 


barrassment, comes to this country :—he has to seek his 


bread some other way. He applies his mind to mathe- 


matics, in which he gives lectures, with credit to him- 

self ; and, finding that engagement very insufficient pro- 

vision, afterwards becomes the minister of the con- 

gregation which has been alluded to. Do you want any — 

other proof of the situation of the man, as to his utter inca- 

pability of paying damages, if that were the question? It 
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is'in proof, ‘that*he’ to’be much in 
debt; in ‘the ‘letter they ‘have ‘read ‘there ‘stands ré 
cordéd his ' representation ; ‘the troth of which’ you will 
not suspect, when he speaks of ‘the debts he had con- 
_ tracted in India, which are still’ unliquidated ; and the 
negative of the father given to this’ connexion; 'no doubt, 
in consequence of the improper conduct of the mother, 
in not performing her engagements: It seems, therefore, 
that though the father’s reluctant consent, might have been 
at one time extorted, under the assurance that the 
mother would perform her premise, having since reason to 
know it had been broken, surely he was well warranted — 

in withdrawing it, and interposing” ‘his’ and 
absolute negative. & | 
Gentlemen, your verdict must pass for the Plaintiff. 
The question is upon the subject of damages.’ But what, 
pretence is there for serious damages, when the mother 
is not called? This young man is involved very con- 
siderably in debt.—There had been 4 dispute, about the 
settlement, that continued for a longtime, till the con- 
nexion was broken off; and that was the occasion’ of it. 
What can speak more plainly, to your minds, thanthis 
does on the subject?’ Where are the gross features of 
aggravation which frequently attend’ cases of this de- 
scription? My learned friend has said; they differ jin 
shade and degree. Indeed, of all the remedies'given by 
the law, for the vindication of our rights, or for the ‘re- 
dress of wrongs, in the form ‘civil actidn; there 
is no one that depends so entirely upon its own peca- — 
liar circumstances as that, the merits of which are now 
submitted to your investigation. ‘They depend upon a 
variety and combination of circumstances, the one afford- 
a ing no precedent for the other; and, as my learned © 
friend has stated, some deserving heavy,'s some light, ‘and 

| others only nominal, damages. 
“Now, Gentlemen, what is there’ in this case ? 2 oT cer- 
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69 
tainly did insinuate, you will say how far I was justified 


in.that, that the. young lady made the first overtures ; 


but I beg to be understood as casting no imputation on 
her character in that respect, Ifshe had conceived a 
pure and proper affection for him, and was merely anxi- 


_ ous, that an intimation of it should be delicately given 


by some near female relation of the family, there was no 
harm in it: in your passage through life, you must have 
witnessed.things of this kind; there is sometimes a 
manner and langnage which, without becca propriety, 
cannot be mistaken. 
Hereye discourses—I will answer it.” | 

But do not imagine I am casting any injurious reflec- 
tions on this lady. Weare not masters always of our 
affections, nor can we disguise their secret influence ; 
and this lady thought it would be an excellent connec- 
tion ; that, though he had hat little fortune, she would © 


be rather raised than depressed ; that her condition in 


Society would be improved ; and that a good-husband, 


in short,’ might be a yery good thing. I do not mean to 
say more than that ; and I think it appears, from the 


evidence of the sister, that upon that visit to the Ark, 
_ when the first proposal was made, she sought and invited 


the opportunity of being left alone with ‘him, and of 


opening her mind to him; and that she was quite as 
ready and willing to receive Mr.. Buck's addresses, as 


he was to pay them. 

My: Learned Friend has introduced a topic, which, 
upon cool reflection, I think might have been spared: I 
allude. to the of the of the Sacra- 
ment, 

‘Setjeant Pell. said not a about it. 
_Mr. Serjeant Vaughan, Not in your opening: but, in 


order to inflame the. reckoning at the latter end of the 


day, it was said, if I do not deceive myself, that one of 


friends. of the Plaintiff, who attended the Church 
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Meeting after the connection was broken off, remon- 
strated,with the Defendant, and asked, how he could 
think of,administering the sacrament to one of his con- 
gregation, who, according to his representation of the 
case, had so-misconducted herself? Now, E should be 
glad to know what we have to do with that consideration ; 
and whether this gentleman, sitting in judgment on his 
own wrongs, was to refuse her admission to the comforts 
of that ordinance? I confess, I think he would have 
misconducted himself; and that my. learned’ Friend 
would have had much more reason to complain of the | 
Defendant's refusal to administer it than of his nae so 
on her request. | 

This is a subject that I am averse to ‘dwell upon on 
this occasion, and 1 beg therefore to dismiss it; but 
upon, the Church meeting I must say a word or two. 
Who introduced the Church meeting to your notice, but 
my Learned Friend in his eloquent and powerful open- 
ing ? and it is pregnant with a strong observation for 
my client. My learned Friend has said, this is a religious 
sect, who, by their peculiar habits and regulations, dis- 
ouss whatever differences arise, or whatever complaints 
- are made, of the conduct of the Individual members. of 
the. congregation at a General Meeting, where they are 
decided. upon.—Now, inasmuch as there is no reflection 
‘upon. the moral character of this young woman, I think 
it would have been better for them to have confined 
_ themselves to, and to have abided by, that decision. It 
seems, that all parties were heard, upon the complaint 
being made; and though the speech of the mother of 
the Lady was not so long as mine (and, I dare say, 
excited in, her hearers infinitely more interest and 
attention,) she made a speech, and she was heard. —_— 

| Mr. Serjeant Pell. No, not heard. 

Me. Serjeant Vaughan. She was heard only for balf 
an hour; the first witness said, they would not allow 
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her to speak after the first vote was given: Now, Ido not 
know: what may be the order in: that assembly ;> but 
usually, when the merits of the question have’ been 
thoroughly canvassed and voted upon; the speaker’s pro- 
vince is at an end. There is’ a season for: all) things? 
a season for being heard ; and when that it isgone by, it 
is not usual to make a new address: on a subject which’ 
has been discussed and decided. But ‘can you believe 
the case was not fully stated, and represented, when you 
— recollect who was in the chair at that meeting? Because, 
if it were understood that this minister, who: may: be 
supposed to have an influence with his congregation, 

was presiding and contrplling the assembly by his in+ 
fluence, it might be said, that no fair opportunity of 
discussing the merits of ‘the question was afforded; and 
that the. lady’s statement had not beer attended to, 
But Mr. Adams, the friend and witness of the plaintiff, 
was in the chair; and have you a doubt that justice 
was there administered? 1 do not mean to impute any 
improper bias, or any unworthy motives, to Mr. Adams}; 
it would ill become me to do so; but still, he was inti- 
mate in the family, and presided at that church meeting; 
om posed of members of their own persuasion, of whom 
a large majority were satisfied, under all the: circum, 
stances, and after a full enquiry, that Mr. Buck made 
out his justification, and was warranted in breaking: off 
this connexion. My Lord said, are we to be told of a 
- meeting of this kind, which is to supersede the functions 
of the Judge and Jury, when the Plaintiff appeals to the 
law? L do not offer it asa verdict of acquittal’ there, 
to bind you here; but when’ the Plaintiff introduces: a 
garbled and partial statement, and keeps back and sup- 
presses the weak and rotten part of her case, you, as men 
knowing what is passing’in the world, would say, is 
it possible that this man could be altogether to blame? 
is it possible he had not cogent reasons for what he did? 
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Whether they: would amount to a justification, in a legal 
view of théesubject/is another thing: You might, possibly, 
have favour’ ofthe lady ; but of thirty-five 
persens;‘all members of the same society, and who agree — 
tevrefer their; disputes to a tribunal erected by them- 
_ Selves} andvarbitrate: upon their differences, twenty-five. 
oftopinion that he is justified, and ten that he is not. 
Lask‘you, does not this ‘cut down preten- | 
thé opportunity of introducing to your notice facts and 
circumstances which, addressed to the bosoms of any 
individuals, would have’ great weight; and when you 
advert to the reasons assigned in the Defendant's letter, 
you cannot fail to perceive that the discussions have 
been of a sort, in these irritated and angry families, to 
induce: the Father to give his absolute negative ; to 


make’the breach between the two families so wide, that 


they cannot visit; and the money promised: upon the 
marriage is withheld. ‘These; surely, are ‘circumstances 
which exclude’ all hope ofa happy union. Give me 
leave to’ say, Gentlemen, that, although in point of 
honour a man-should observe so solemn an engagement 
most can be contracted 1 im 


Never ¢ can grow, 


«6 Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc’d 80 deep.” 


ee 

It be matter of regret to sober and 
minds, that jsuch an ill-fated alliance is abandoned for 
ever. not, ‘however, offer these’ observations as 
any legal justification of the conduct of this gentleman : 
he promised to marry, and has not performed his promise ; 
‘and ‘the reasons may not appear to your minds perfectly — 
sufficient; upon the evidence adduced, to authorise the 
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the: proof, which they 
_ I shall noticall any witnesses?) 
shoald: have thought, my learned friend would 


from ,telling: you what. damages were.,meny, 
tioned in the-declaration. was, 


Plaintiff to lay.them as: :high as the national-debt; for 


the: sum isijust what the special pleader chooses; in; the 
exuberance of ‘his imagination, to fix upon;.. taking 


care to name so large a sum, that it is impossible.the 
jury» should reach it. Therefore, you. have sometimes 
£10,000 and £20,000; but in this case, I.am disposed | 
to. compliment the pleader upon his moderation.....He 
has laid the damages. at £1000; but my learned ae 
would as soon expect to obtain amillion., 

» Gentlemen, the case is before you. 
upon witnesses. who. are: not called, but who ought. to 
have been so. .:The mother was the person with whom 
the Defendant had the first communication ;.it was her 
permission he asked to address the daughter; she could — 


have told you on*what terms she consented to the con-- 
- -mexion; she could have said. (if truth would have war- 
tanted:;the statement), I never made any misrepre- 


sentation, either of my own or of my daughter's fortune 
and condition; 1. told him my situation and circum- 
‘stances were such, that I was incapable of giving him 
any thing ;” she might have-said, that it was her misfor- 
tune, and not her fault, to be in humble circumstances ; 


and do not imagine I throw her poverty in ber teeth; the 


4 young woman may be, and I ought to suppose is, ex- 


tremely amiable ; but the mother has attempted, from 
the first introduction of the Defendant into her family, 
to give a gloss and colour to her situation which was 


not warranted, and held out promises which she had 


neither the inclination nor the means to perform, The 


circumstance of ber beivg in such indigent circumstan- 


ces as to have parish relief does not, I admit, take away 
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the daeghter's right of action. ‘The mother, it seems; 
is a Jace+cleaner;; and, looking at the youngest daughter, 
L shouldisay the cause was well got up, and well dressed. 
Certainly, my jearned friend has made an eloquent and 
excellent address to you, and the sister of the Plaintiff has 
exhibited herself to advantage in the witness bux ; but I 
would rather have seen the mother in the box; and I regret 
that she had not the courage to present herself as a wit- 
‘ness; that is my complaint ; this case would then have 
assumed a very different complexion ; but, in the present: 
imperfect view of it, the features are not so harsh as my 
learned friend has represented them. I will not read 
theslady’s letters, because it would answer no purpose in — 
the present cause, but to give pain where I would wish 
to avoid it... Ido not mean you to suppose that she has 
written that of which she need to be ashamed: but she 
belongs to a sect who write in a style with which I am 
not familiar ; but this observation should not be confined 
to the Plaintiff; for it applies with double force to the 
mother, whose ‘ vant” far exceeds any thing which 
I could have conceived. — 
Gentlemen, the case is now ripe for your temperate con- 
sideration. What damages will you give ? £50 may con- 
sign my client to gaol; and if you think a gaol should be 
his portion, there you will send him. He has returned 
from India in debt, and is dependant on his father for the 
bread he eats. My learned friend did not insinuate 
that his father was a man of property; not that, if the 
father has property, it ought to be applied, at the ex- 
pense of the rest of his children, to the relief of this one; 
and you will remember, that the costs of the cause are 
paid by the Defendant in every such case. 
Gentlemen, allow me one word more, and I have done. 
The great object is, the justification of this lady's cha- 
racter. I say again, there never was any foundation for 
the imputation that her character was assa:led ; and 
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ease for considerable damages.. You will exercise, I 
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I am fully authorised to make that observation, on 
the evidence of the last witness. ‘Things are suggested 
and misrepresented, and suspicions may be excited; 


but my client authorizes me, upon this evidence, to say, 


there is no foundation whatever for any attack upon her 
moral character; and if the action is brought with that 


view, it has performed its office, and I sincerely wish 


her the benefit of it. It does not appear to me to bea 


am persuaded, an honest and sound discretion on this 
subject ; not forgetting how heavily the costs, even if 
you give a shilling, will- weigh upon my client. I trust 


that you will agree with me, that a moderate sum will 


answer the justice of the case; remembering always, 
that moderation is justice, and that intemperance is 
injustice.— 
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AL 
Chief Justice Dallas, 

Gentlemen of the Jury, 

Tn this case it is admitted, that a promise of marriage 
“thas been made and broken: and therefore you have been 
truly told, that the only question for your consideration 

' is, what damages the Plaintiff shall recover, And cases 
of this description, it has been properly observed, depend 
upon their peculiar circumstances : it may, be one of the 
most grievous civil injuries of which an unfortunate 
young person can complain; it may be, under different 
circumstances, one of an opposite description; and of 
which description it.is, must depend upon the facts and 

‘circumstances of the particular case. To these, there- 
fore, as to form the measure of your damages, it will be 
incumbent upon you to attend. 

The first fact to which attention is ; naturally attracted 
is, that of the situation of the parties; by this I mean, 
their respective situations when the promise is made: 
and, first, what was the situation of the Defendant? a 
man in point of years competent to judge for himself; 
of the age of eight and twenty; having passed through 
different scenes and situations of life. In early youth, 
he belonged to a profession, from which he should haye 
derived principles of honour ; from his present situation, 

he ought to have imbibed, and engrafted upon the 
former, principles of morality and religion, At the 
head of a religious congregation, to which hé had 
induced this young person to belong,” he visited in her 
family ; continued his attentions during a period of six — 
months, and this after having made her a proposal of 
tmatringe, which, not doubting of his truth, was accepted 


Note 72. With all possible respect, I would oe heien what part of 
the evidence was this inference derived? See Note 24. 
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by her.” It cannot be said .of. such a contract, that it 
was “too rash, too: unadvised, too suddén:” it: was an 
_ engagement entered info by one competent to judge; 
by one, having afterwards, during a. sufficient length of 
time, the means of observation as to disposition .and 
demeanonr ; and to inform himself, as: it was incumbent 
upon him to do, of all that might relate to her past 
character and conduct,” Such was s the situation of the 
Defendant. 

The situation of the Plaintiff has been sineved at in a 
manner that 1 wish had been abstained from. She lost 
her father six years ago; her mother appears to have- 
been left in astate of poverty and want; for it is a fact, 
endeavoured tobe proved on the part of the Defendant, 
that the family have received parish relief; but the death 
of her father, the poverty of her mother, the receiving of 
parish relief, are no reasons why her misfortunes should 
be converted into wrongs, and be brought forward to 
- prevent her receiving that justice to which she would 


otherwise be entitled. 7s 


— 


Note 73. Tice Mie: 5, to April, is four months and three weeks - 
this is proved i in eviden¢e to have been the whole duratiou of our 
intimacy, Notes 25, and 26. Having carefully examined the evidence, 
I cannot find a word of her acceptauce of me. Though I remember 
well, that at the very moment of my first speaking to her, she referred 
‘me to her mother,and urged me four or five times that same Hace: « 

on her mother. 

74,, If the promise, as first Nov. 5, I ok when 
was the time in which to make these needful enquiries ; ; no rine | 


having previously subsisted ? 
I believe it is usual first tovisit in a family ; the sditnevlei being ad- 


_ ‘justed, a connection is agreed to. This was precisely my case: the first 


acquaintance, Noy. 5th, ; promise of marriage; March 24th. Mrs. C. 
and her daughter having failed in their condition, I did, and still do, 


pomaees myself morally justified in withdrawing my attentions. 

‘Note 75. The poverty of Mrs. C. was not spoken of by me, as her 
erime. But as Mrs. C, had represented herself to me to be a woman of — 
property and connections, her real circumstances may without im- 
propriety be in of her’ deceit. Note 38. OA 
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What are the other circumstances of the case? It has 
been admitted properly, in the conclusion of the able 


address that you have just heard, that no reproach is to 


becast upon the character or conduct of the Plaintiff; but 
this, in one view, renders the case the worse: why, then, 
is she abandoned and betrayed? While it vindicates her, 
it leaves him without defence ;” nor will the injury, pos- 
sibly, end, because this concession is made. It has 
been said at the bar, that we do not always know the 
real nature of cases of this description ; and so may rea- 
son an uncharitable world. A young person, thus re- 
jected, is often the victim of suspicion, sometimes of 
scorn. It is always a severe mortification ; where the 


affections have been sincerely engaged, it is the most_ 


cruel of wrongs. Nor must you overlook the sort of 
influence over the mind of this young person, A preacher 
at the head of the congregation to which she belonged ; 
by such a person has “ell an engagement been made 
and broken!” — 

But you have been told, and to this I agree, that the 
want of consent of the father of the Defendant, or the 


conduct of the mother of the young persan bringing the — 


action, ought to weigh; and, to a degree, they ought.— 
Still, however, we must attend to the sort of case ; and 
what are the present circumstances? no proof of the 
kind; the assertion only of the defendant | himself. I 
allude to the extraordinary letter in evidence, and in 


_ which he puts his justification on different grounds. In the 


first place, he states “ his father’s absolute negative ;” 
but surely, at the age of eight and twenty, he was 


Note 76. Is the whole deception practised towards me, to the 


whole of which the plaintiff was privy, no excuse? Note 14. As no 
witnesses for me were adduced, the learned Judge was, of course, 
unable to take this matter into consideration. 

Note 77. See Notes 72 & 24, 
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competent to indies and act for himself; and though I 
agree, that if his father puts his absolute negative upon 
such an engagement, that ought to weigh, and heavily, 
with a son at-an earlier age ; and even, in a de: gree, at 
any time of life; yet the defendant ought to have con- 
ducted himself in a different way: he should, at least, 
have left it to her to consider, whether she would release 
him from his engagement, holding himself ready to per- 
form it,” instead of deciding absolutely for himself, in- 


dependent of her. 


With respect to the asserted conduct of the mother 


also, there is no evidence ; it is only again what the De- 
fendant affirms :” indeed, all the evidence is the other 


way: all the parties appear to have often met, knowing 


what was going on, | 
The case, therefore, seems to me of a bad description, 


of this Defendant. But, at the same time, this.is nota 


Criminal proceeding, but a civil action; and we are not. 


here to sit in judgment upon the moral guilt of the 
Defendant; but the question is, what compensation 
ought to be awarded for the injury done? You have 
heard the condition in life of the Defendant; at the 

head of a chapel which produces not so much as twenty 
pounds a year; all it has hitherto yielded having been 
expended on the chapel itself. In addition to this, he 
not aggravated the wrung by to de- 


Note 78. Were no other reasons stated i in my letter? Were not those 
reasons as much evidence as this one ? 

Note 79. The subject of support (I eutirely se on my 
Father for subsistence) is, it would appear, to be entirely disregarded; 
and I ought to have married a woman, who then declared her want of 
attachment, and has since more fully demonstrated it, 

- Note 80. With all deference I submit, that Amelia Curling’s acknow- 
ledgment concerning the £100, Notes 41, and 44 was evidence, as 
also Mr, Adams’s statement of the cabulling, and breaking the match, 


en account of money matters. Note 67. I may be wrong; but hitherto — 


- [have supposed the concessions of avowed enemies to be the very 
best evidence, 
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remove dearest of all earthly objects ;” from his office asa 


& | 80 | 
preciate the character of the Plaintiff. Even in the 
jetter in question, giving his reasons for breaking off 


_ the marriage, he throws not the’slightest imputation upon 


her; and long after, in a conversation with one of the 


witnesses, he described net as a of moral 


religious worth. 

- Of the religious meeting I abstain from saying any 
thing ; it has nothing to do with the case. It is for you, 
exclusively, to judge on the evidence before you; and it 
is quite immaterial what passed on any other occasion. 
You have been truly told, that, in cases of this descrip- 
tion, to administer justice properly, we should puta 


_ guard on our own feelings; that moderation is justice, 


and intefmperance injustice. This is certainly true. 
Looking, therefore, calmly and dispassionately at the 
facts, and having reference to the situation of the parties, 
you will consider what the damages ought to be.—Of this, 
you are exclusively and peculiarly the judges : and I say 
nothing as to measure or amount. For yourselves you, 
will decide, and pronounce accordingly. _ 
“The Jury, after a. few minutes consultation, found 
a verdict for the Plaintiff. Damages £150. Saber 
Lord Chief Justice Dallas. Gentlemen, you have 
given a judicious and temperate. verdict." : 


Note 81, I most cordially concur with the learned that 1501. 
when 1000]. was demanded, and so pleaded for, was a temperate and 
judicious verdict ; and it tends more fully than ever to confirm my 
belief, that an English Jury is the deserved boast of this land. At the 
same time, remembering, that not one witness was adduced in my 
favour, and that my enemies brought forward the blackest statement 
they could venture on; that, under such circumstances, 1501. was 
granted, I cannot but coleiadle. that it will more loudly declare than vo- 
lames which I might write, the sentiments that the jury had of the case. 
It Will, no doubt, be a pleasing refleetion to Mary Anu Curling, to 


preacher ; and to think, as she attends to her evening devotions om the 
day she arrests me for her damages, that the man whom she so ardently 


_ professed to love will that night eujoy, in a prison, what she.cannot; 


i. e. peace of mind, from the conviction of being in the path of duty. 


4 
i 
My 


SUMMARY. 
| The following Summary of my Case claims attention 
_ and justice: it craves favour from no one. — 


4 


__ I. If it be a fact, that I was led, under false impressions, 


first to speak to Miss Curling; See Note 38; that I was 


af deceived throughout the connection by mis-statements in 


relation to family, &c. See Notes 14, 38; that I-was entrapped 
into a promise of marriage, by the voluntary offer of money, 


which was the very next day revoked, Note 7; that there was 
‘no real attachment subsisting. on her part, Notes 6, 7, 37 ; 


I shall, under such circumstances, be acquitted of 1MMO- 
RALITY in breaking off the connection. ee 

IT. If it be a fact, that the promise of marriage was 
made March 24th, Note 74 ; that it was delayed by letter 
March 29, Note 7; and subsequently by declaration to 
mother and daughter, March 31, Note 7; that Mrs. C. and 
her daughter knew that the banns were erased April 9, 


(Notes 7, and 29); that Mrs. C. informed several members 


of the circumstance on April 11, (Note 7.) and absented 
herself from worship that day on account of it, (Note 7, near 


the conclusion) ; J shall be acquitted of carrying on my pro- 
fessions till the night before I should have been married, and 


of then suddenly and unexpectedly putting an end to the 


treaty bymy letter, April 12. ( ) 
‘* Had such a fact been proved, would it not have been 


« noticed by the Lord Chief Justice as a material part of 


_ © the evidence? His silence proves that he did not think 
‘¢ that I had acted in this respect as stated by my accusers.” 


III. If it be a fact, that I used to meet Miss C. at my bro- 


- ther's in Ely Place, because we knew my father was unaware 


of our courtship, Note 3; that several times | was about to 

uit my father’s house, when he, having learnt the circum- 
stance, stated his objections in language that I did not 
approve ;* that, until March, he never sanctioned the con- 


-* The matters thus marked* throughout this SumMARY, I can bring 
sufficient evidence to prove, if required ; as well as each of the other 
particulars, concerning all which I hold myself ready to be examined 
on oath, 


G 


e 4 
i 
e 
| 
| | 
4 
| 
. 
| 


nection, and then only on religious ‘motives, Note 3, & 31: 
and that our families were not, even up to the time of intended 
marriage, on visiting; terms, Mrs. C. never having been 
invited to Arundel Street, Note 30; it will appear, that my 
father did not cordially approve the connection from the very 

IV. If it be a fact, that Mrs, C. told a lady in Wigmore 
Street, about eighteen montlis ago, tliat ] was about to bap- 
tize her daughter, and that.a match would arise out of it ;* 
that Miss C, requested my sister to influence me to speak to 
her on the subject of affection, Note 34; that Miss C. also 
requested Mr, Cox to do the same thing, Note 35; that 
Miss C. on the first interview referred me to her mother, 
Note 73; that on the second day, J was overheard by a 
younger sister, making a promise of marriage, Note 32 ; 
that on the third day I was left alone with the mother, 
who herself introduced the topic, Note 38; that on the fifth 
day a letter is said to have been written by me, containing a 
promise of marriage, Note 4; that within a week of my ac- 
quaintance Mrs; C, talked of ‘‘ how happy we should be when 
married, Note 39; that in the course of a few weeks, she 
spoke to me of a ready-furnished lodging at a guinea a week, 


- if I would marry, Note 39; that a short time after this, Miss 


C. spoke to me of a ready-furnished house in Thornhaugh 
Street, which her mother thought would suit, Note 39; that 
when I proposed May 6, as the extreme day for the nup- 
tials, April 13 was appointed, Note 7; that £100 was pro- 


mised, and refused the very next day, (it being then known that 


the banns were published, and the day fixed) Note 7; that when 
my father’s objection was stated, Mrs. C. urged me to marry 
against his will, for that he would soon overlook my disobe- 
dience, Note 14; that Mrs. C. has a pocket-book, contain- 
ing an account of all my calls, conversations, &c. &c. Note 
37; to which may be added, all the deceptions detailed in — 


‘Note 7; the daughter being privy to all, Note 14; Will it 
_not be confessed, that a deep scheme appears to have been laid, 


into which I have, unhappily, fallen ? 


Vv. Ifit be a fact, that Miss C. told her niother the tenor of 
_our most private conversations, and of any familiarities that 


occurred, Notes 7 and 37; that she said, at two several 


_times, *‘ Rather than my mother’s conduct should be inves- 


tivated, I am willing to give you up;” and, * if you will not | 
receive my mother as before, 1 beg you will not come to-our | 


house again,” Note 7 ; that she has informed even men of some 


conversations which are said to have been held on most con- 


fidential subjects ;* that she has used all possible means to 
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detach the affections of the members of my Church from 


me,;* that she attended a Church meeting at which her mo- 


ther arraigned my conduct, and did also herself speak at that 
time agamst me, Note 55; that she has shown letters 
written by mein confidence to many persons, Note 6; that 
she did eventually carry on a suit at law against me for 
breach of promise of marriage, though every attempt was 
made by me to adjust matters, Note1; Will any one 


believe, that that real affection could be subsisting on her 


part, which is indispensable to happiness in the married life ? 


Under such circumstances, however the inflamed part of. 


the community may judge, will not thinking men exclaim, 
*¢ The promise of marriage is better broken than kept ?” 

I confess wrong, in making a promise and not fulfilling it. 
I plead all the above, for the removal of alledged criminality 
in so doing. | 


Hitherto, the world at large has been ignorant of my. 
DEFENCE. The reasons I can truly say have been, 1. My. 
belief that the recital of such painful circumstances are only 
calculated to cause the enemies of religion to blaspheme. 
2. My views of Church government. Members of a Church 
should be satisfied, if they cannot be pleased, with the 
decision of a church fairly obtained. 3. My hope that, when 
the parties thinking themselves aggrieved, had sufficiently 
gratified thejr most malicious feelings, they would have 

become quiet. And, lastly, The cordial satisfaction of m 
Church throughout this affair. 
‘The reports spread abroad being, however, of an ex-parte 
nature ; and in particular, a pamphlet, falsely said to be 
a report of the trial, having so mis-stated matters; I have 
thought it right, at the solicitations of many Christian 
people, no longer to continue silent ; but to give the world 
an opportunity of judging, whether I be criminal or not. 
Let it be observed, I have been ever willing to allow candid ex- 
amination, and to make any necessary sacrifice ; always pity- 
‘ing, rather than resenting, the unwarrantable means taken to 
ruinme. Iam ready now, as I have always been, to allow the 
moral consideration of the whole subject to be canvassed 
by any three or five judicious and unprejudiced ministers, 
or other well-informed persons. Se also I hold myself ready, 
if Mrs. C. will send me a copy of the untruths which she 


-# No one can doubt the impartiality of the meeting held April, 22nd 
1819, 
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asserts have advanced, to give a reply'to’ each and alt of 
them ; being willing in each, as well as on every particular | 
stated in this pamphlet, to be examined on oath touching the 
truth of my allegations. 
‘olf it be asked, why were not your Twenty witnesses called 

into Court, and all their testimonies advanced; I reply, it 
was @ legal, not a moral question, which was to be tried. 
All that I have to say amounts not to legal justification : 
though I doubt whether any person will deny, but that the 

circumstances now stated, (they being true) do fully exculpate 
me from any criminal charge. I now leave the matter to 
God and to his people, with a firm conviction that he will 
bring righteousness to the light; and that neither the cause 
of religion, nor my character, will eventually suffer from all 
that has been falsely heaped on me during the past year. 

| 


ADDENDA. 


The following anonymous communication is hereby ac- 
knowledged. Its writer will, I doubt not, see this pamphlet. 

Su, 
** Hearing you with satisfaction, and under the persuasion 
of.the truths you advanced, I thought, agreeable to those 
doctrines, your conduct had been, in. reference to Miss 
Curling, such as was defensable; but the publicity you have 
so recently given to a letter received by you, which I find 
was written in confidence, and secrecy intreated, gives me 


reason to believe you have acted towards her illiberally and 


unmanly. The acknowledgment of affection for a man 
who was to have been her husband, by promise, is by no 
means dishonorable to her feeling as a woman ; but that such 
feelings should still exist, is surprising. This breach of 
confidence to a female, under any circumstance, in the view 


of sencible men, opperate against you. 


_A Friend to Truth and Uprightness. 


watt Oct. 23, 1819.” 2 
If you, Sir, who are the writer, will point out any person 
to whom Miss C.’s letter has been shown, it will then be 
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time for me to offer.a defence. If, in the mean time;. the 
whole statement should prove to be false, it will appear to be 
only one more attempt made to injure me. Before I dismiss 
this matter, I must have another word with youn.) 
'-You were a member of my congregation; approved my 
ministry ; thought me sent of God to preach; told a friend 
of mine, one evening, certain particulars concerning the 
Plaintiff in this suit; were thus the means of introducing 
much into my statement made at the church meeting, which 
otherwise I could not have known ; then, without any known 


| cause, recommended Mrs. C. to prosecute me; advanced 
money for her so to do; and have since declared, that you 


know many who would lend their four and five pounds each 
to continue prosecuting me. Art thou the man? How shall 
I designate thee? What name is sufficiently despicable ? 


~ Thou hast first, in pretended confidence, disclosed preten- 


ded evil; then prevailed on thy dupe to use the information 
imparted ; and, after all, turned betrayer. In this person, I 
perceive the subtilty of a Fox, and the malice of a Demon. 
The next specimen of the anonymous was designed to be 
given me previously to my ascending Mr. Chin’s pulpit at 
Walworth, on the occasion of my preaching there some time 
ago. ‘The fair ladies who brought the treasure were rather 
too late; and, in consequence, it was not put into my hand 
till after the service of the evening was concluded. 
«“‘The prayers of this congregation are requested for a 
“* young female in the last stage of consumption, brought on 
‘<< by the cruel and barbarous conduct of a pretended minister 
‘‘of the gospel; who, after keeping her company for twelve 
** months, publishing the banns, and fixing the day of marri- 
“ age, abandoned her the day before; and then endeavoured to — 
«© blast her character, and that of her widowed mother I!!!” 
Are you, ladies, relations of the Plaintiff? You were, of 
course, able to have obtained right information. Is your 
father a member of a Baptist Church? Will-your parent, m 


love to the cause of God, advertize me over all the world? Has 


he, in execution of this threat, put up large placards on all 
the public houses and chapels at Walworth ¢ Will he, accor- 
ding to his threat, ruin me, by one prosecution to be re- 

ated after another? Will he, as he has said, keep me in 
prison till / rot? What must be my feeling for you, but 
contempt mixed with pity? My wish is, his and your real 
repentance ; for I am sure, let me be ever SO blame-worthy, 
such a spirit is vile, is brutal. The scriptures say, ‘* Thou 
shalt heap ceals of fire on his head: not, I apprehend, 
meaning tne proceeds of coals to destroy, but inculcating the 
necessity of overcoming supposed evil by good. 
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_ The last specimen of the anonymous which I shall advert. 


to, is a certain eae mentioned in Note 1, lent to me by 
Mr. Parker, of Francis Street. It is calumniously stated 

inst me, that I have induced an apprentice lad to betray 
his employer,that I might obtain a copy. What can more fully 

e the spirit exerted against me in all this transaction ? 
Mr. Parker is ready to answer any enquiry on this subject ; 
and was waiting in court to have vindicated me against this 


calumny, had it been advanced. The printer of the pamphlet 
is Mr. Glindon, of Ruper tStreet, the printer and publisher of | 


the false and ex-parte account of the trial, who has acknow- 
ledged Mrs. C. to be his employer. I have before spoken of 
its contents, language, and style. Several respectable indi- 
viduals have, on perusing it, remarked to me, ‘‘ the virulency 
of the work confutes itself; it exposes itself alone.” Not so: 
its reverend composer will not retire from the scene without 
blame. He may, perhaps, at some future time, be brought 
to lament that he should have become the tool and dupe of 
Mrs. Curling. 7 


THE END. 


B & S. Gardiner, Printers, Princes-st. Cavendish-sq. 
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flac 29, omit, mutilated. 

Page 10, 8, for July, 3, read, July 8. 

——- 18, —— 21, after no money, read, to fit up a en 
20, —— 8, after to give me, read, the £100 

——- 20, 22 for ed, read, led. 

—-- 21, —— 14, for March 28, read, March, 29. 


——- 28, —— 28, for Note 45. read, Note 41. oa 


——- 30, —— 1,for thus read, there, 

~---- 32, —— 21, for his, read, her. 

In Note 43, instead of, Note 67, Lek Note 62 
—. 43, —— In Note 46, ’ for Note 35, read, Note 34. 
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